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From Pompeii
The Afterlife of a Roman Town
Ingrid D. Rowland

The calamity that proved lethal for Pompeii inhabitants
preserved the city for centuries, leaving behind a
snapshot of Roman daily life that has captured the
imagination of generations, including Renoir, Freud,
Hirohito, Mozart, Dickens, Twain, Rossellini, and Ingrid
Bergman. Interwoven is the thread of Ingrid Rowland’s
own impressions of Pompeii.

When Vesuvius erupted in 79 CE, the force of the explosion blew the
top right off the mountain, burying nearby Pompeii in a shower of
volcanic ash. Ironically, the calamity that proved so lethal for
Pompeii’s inhabitants preserved the city for centuries, leaving behind
a snapshot of Roman daily life that has captured the imagination of
generations.
The experience of Pompeii always reflects a particular time and
sensibility, says Ingrid Rowland. From Pompeii: The Afterlife of a
Roman Town explores the fascinating variety of these different
experiences, as described by the artists, writers, actors, and others
who have toured the excavated site. The city’s houses, temples,
gardens—and traces of Vesuvius’s human victims—have elicited
responses ranging from awe to embarrassment, with shifting cultural
tastes playing an important role. The erotic frescoes that appalled
eighteenth-century viewers inspired Renoir to change the way he
painted. For Freud, visiting Pompeii was as therapeutic as a session of
psychoanalysis. Crown Prince Hirohito, arriving in the Bay of Naples by
battleship, found Pompeii interesting, but Vesuvius, to his eyes, was
just an ugly version of Mount Fuji. Rowland treats readers to the
distinctive, often quirky responses of visitors ranging from Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Charles Dickens, and Mark Twain to Roberto
Rossellini and Ingrid Bergman.
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Interwoven throughout a narrative lush with detail and insight is the
thread of Rowland’s own impressions of Pompeii, where she has
returned many times since first visiting in 1962.
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The Power of Market Fundamentalism
Karl Polanyi's Critique
Fred Block and Margaret R. Somers

What is it about free-market ideas that gives them
staying power in the face of such failures as persistent
unemployment, widening inequality, and financial crises?
The Power of Market Fundamentalism extends economist
Karl Polanyi’s work to explain why these dangerous
utopian ideas have become the dominant economic
ideology of our time.

What is it about free-market ideas that give them tenacious staying
power in the face of such manifest failures as persistent
unemployment, widening inequality, and the severe financial crises
that have stressed Western economies over the past forty years? Fred
Block and Margaret Somers extend the work of the great political
economist Karl Polanyi to explain why these ideas have revived from
disrepute in the wake of the Great Depression and World War II, to
become the dominant economic ideology of our time.
Polanyi contends that the free market championed by market liberals
never actually existed. While markets are essential to enable
individual choice, they cannot be self-regulating because they require
ongoing state action. Furthermore, they cannot by themselves provide
such necessities of social existence as education, health care, social
and personal security, and the right to earn a livelihood. When these
public goods are subjected to market principles, social life is
threatened and major crises ensue.
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Despite these theoretical flaws, market principles are powerfully
seductive because they promise to diminish the role of politics in civic
and social life. Because politics entails coercion and unsatisfying
compromises among groups with deep conflicts, the wish to narrow its
scope is understandable. But like Marx’s theory that communism will
lead to a “withering away of the State,” the ideology that free markets
can replace government is just as utopian and dangerous.
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Immigration Economics
George J. Borjas

Nearly 3% of the world’s population no longer live in the
country
where
they were born. George Borjas
synthesizes the theories, models, and econometric
methods used to identify the causes and consequences of
international labor flows, and lays out with clarity a full
spectrum of topics with crucial implications for framing
debates over immigration.

Millions of people—nearly 3 percent of the world’s population—no
longer live in the country where they were born. Every day, migrants
enter not only the United States but also developed countries without
much of a history of immigration. Some of these nations have
switched in a short span of time from being the source of immigrants
to being a destination for them. International migration is today a
central subject of research in modern labor economics, which seeks to
put into perspective and explain this historic demographic
transformation.
Immigration Economics synthesizes the theories, models, and
econometric methods used to identify the causes and consequences of
international labor flows. Economist George Borjas lays out with clarity
and rigor a full spectrum of topics, including migrant worker selection
and assimilation, the impact of immigration on labor markets and
worker wages, and the economic benefits and losses that result from
immigration.
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Two important themes emerge: First, immigration has distributional
consequences: some people gain, but some people lose. Second,
immigrants are rational economic agents who attempt to do the best
they can with the resources they have, and the same holds true for
native workers of the countries that receive migrants. This
straightforward behavioral proposition, Borjas argues, has crucial
implications for how economists and policymakers should frame
contemporary debates over immigration.
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Reinventing State Capitalism
Leviathan in Business, Brazil and Beyond
Aldo Musacchio and Sergio G. Lazzarini

Focusing on a quantitative assessment of Brazil’s
economic performance 1976–2009, Aldo Musacchio and
Sergio Lazzarini analyze the rise of new species of state
capitalism in which governments interact with private
investors either as majority or minority shareholders in
publicly-traded corporations or as financial backers of
purely private firms.

The wave of liberalization that swept world markets in the 1980s and
90s altered the ways that governments manage their economies.
Reinventing State Capitalism analyzes the rise of new species of state
capitalism in which governments interact with private investors either
as majority or minority shareholders in publicly-traded corporations or
as financial backers of purely private firms (the so-called “national
champions”). Focusing on a detailed quantitative assessment of
Brazil’s economic performance from 1976 to 2009, Aldo Musacchio
and Sergio Lazzarini examine how these models of state capitalism
influence corporate investment and performance.
According to one model, the state acts as a majority investor, granting
the state-owned enterprise (SOE) financial autonomy and allowing
professional management. This form, the authors argue, has reduced
many agency problems commonly faced by state ownership.
According to another hybrid model, the state uses sovereign wealth
funds, holding companies, and development banks to acquire a small
share of equity ownership in a corporation, thereby potentially
alleviating capital constraints and leveraging latent capabilities.
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Both models have benefits and costs. Yet neither model has entirely
eliminated the temptation of governments to intervene in the
operation of natural resource industries and other large strategic
enterprises. Nevertheless, the longstanding debate over whether
private ownership is superior or inferior to state capitalism has
become irrelevant, Musacchio and Lazzarini conclude. Private
ownership is now mingled with state capital on a global scale.
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Expulsions
Brutality and Complexity in the Global Economy
Saskia Sassen

Income inequality, displaced and imprisoned populations,
destruction of land and water: today’s dislocations
cannot be understood in the usual terms of poverty and
injustice, Saskia Sassen argues. They are more
accurately understood as expulsions—from professional
livelihood, from living space, from the very biosphere
that makes life possible.
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280 PAGES
1 HALFTONE, 8 LINE
ILLUSTRATIONS, 36 GRAPHS, 18
TABLES

Soaring income inequality and unemployment, expanding populations
of the displaced and imprisoned, accelerating destruction of land and
water bodies: today’s socioeconomic and environmental dislocations
cannot be fully understood in the usual terms of poverty and injustice,
according to Saskia Sassen. They are more accurately understood as a
type of expulsion—from professional livelihood, from living space,
even from the very biosphere that makes life possible.
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This hard-headed critique updates our understanding of economics for
the twenty-first century, exposing a system with devastating
consequences even for those who think they are not vulnerable. From
finance to mining, the complex types of knowledge and technology we
have come to admire are used too often in ways that produce
elementary brutalities. These have evolved into predatory formations
—assemblages of knowledge, interests, and outcomes that go beyond
a firm’s or an individual’s or a government’s project.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Saskia Sassen is Robert S. Lynd
Professor of Sociology and cochair of the Committee on Global
Thought at Columbia University.

Sassen draws surprising connections to illuminate the systemic logic
of these expulsions. The sophisticated knowledge that created today’s
financial “instruments” is paralleled by the engineering expertise that
enables exploitation of the environment, and by the legal expertise
that allows the world’s have-nations to acquire vast stretches of
territory from the have-nots. Expulsions lays bare the extent to which
the sheer complexity of the global economy makes it hard to trace
lines of responsibility for the displacements, evictions, and
eradications it produces—and equally hard for those who benefit from
the system to feel responsible for its depredations.
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A Traveled First Lady
Writings of Louisa Catherine Adams
Louisa Catherine Adams
Edited by Margaret A. Hogan and C. James Taylor

Louisa Catherine Adams was daughter-in-law and wife of
presidents, assisted diplomat J. Q. Adams at three
European capitals, and served as a D.C. hostess for three
decades. Yet she is barely remembered today. A Traveled
First Lady (with Foreword by former First Lady Laura
Bush) corrects this oversight, by sharing Adams’s
remarkable story in her own words.

Congress adjourned on 18 May 1852 for Louisa Catherine Adams’s
funeral, according her an honor never before offered a first lady. But
her life and influence merited this extraordinary tribute. She had been
first the daughter-in-law and then the wife of a president. She had
assisted her husband as a diplomat at three of the major capitals of
Europe. She had served as a leading hostess and significant figure in
Washington for three decades. And yet, a century and a half later, she
is barely remembered. A Traveled First Lady: Writings of Louisa
Catherine Adams seeks to correct that oversight by sharing Adams’s
remarkable experiences in her own words.
These excerpts from diaries and memoirs recount her early years in
London and Paris (to this day she is the only foreign-born first lady),
her courtship and marriage to John Quincy Adams, her time in the
lavish courts of Berlin and St. Petersburg as a diplomat’s wife, and her
years aiding John Quincy’s political career in Washington. Emotional,
critical, witty, and, in the Adams tradition, always frank, her writings
draw sharp portraits of people from every station, both servants and
members of the imperial court, and deliver clear, well-informed
opinions about the major issues of her day.
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Telling the story of her own life, juxtaposed with rich descriptions of
European courts, Washington political maneuvers, and the continuing
Adams family drama, Louisa Catherine Adams demonstrates why she
was once considered one of the preeminent women of the nineteenth
century.
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The Annals of King T’aejo
Founder of Korea’s Chosŏn Dynasty
Choi Byonghyon

Never before translated into English, this official history
of the reign of King T’aejo—founder of Korea’s illustrious
Chosŏn dynasty (1392–1910 CE)—is a unique resource
for reconstructing life in late-fourteenth-century Korea.
It includes a wealth of detail not just about politics and
war but also religion, astronomy, and the arts.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

Never before translated into English, this official history of the reign of
King T’aejo—founder of Korea’s long, illustrious Chosŏn dynasty
(1392–1910 CE)—is a unique resource for reconstructing life in latefourteenth-century Korea. Its narrative of a ruler’s rise to power
includes a wealth of detail not just about politics and war but also
about religion, astronomy, and the arts.

RIGHTS HELD
ALL RIGHTS IN
ALL LANGUAGES

The military general Yi Sŏnggye, posthumously named T’aejo,
assumed the throne in 1392. During his six-year reign, T’aejo
instituted reforms and established traditions that would carry down
through the centuries. These included service to Korea’s overlord,
China, and other practices reflecting China’s influence over the
peninsula: creation of a bureaucracy based on civil service
examinations, a shift from Buddhism to Confucianism, and official
records of the deeds of kings, which in the Confucian tradition were an
important means of educating succeeding generations. A remarkable
compilation process for the sillok, or “veritable records,” was instituted
to ensure the authority of the annals. Historiographers were present
for every royal audience and wrote down each word that was uttered.
They were strictly forbidden to divulge the contents of their daily
drafts, however—even the king himself could not view the records
with impunity.

850 PAGES
1 MAP
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Choi Byonghyon’s translation of the first of Korea’s dynastic histories,
The Annals of King T’aejo, includes an introduction and annotations.
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The Siege of Strasbourg
Rachel Chrastil

For six terror-filled weeks in 1870 German armies
bombarded Strasbourg, killing hundreds of citizens,
wounding thousands, and destroying landmarks. Rachel
Chrastil tells how the city became the epicenter of a new
kind of warfare whose indiscriminate violence shocked
contemporaries and led to debates over the wartime
protection of civilians.

When war broke out between France and Prussia in the summer of
1870, one of the first targets of the invading German armies was
Strasbourg. From August 15 to September 27, Prussian forces
bombarded this border city, killing hundreds of citizens, wounding
thousands more, and destroying many historic buildings and
landmarks. For six terror-filled weeks, “the city at the crossroads”
became the epicenter of a new kind of warfare whose indiscriminate
violence shocked contemporaries and led to debates over the wartime
protection of civilians.
The Siege of Strasbourg recovers the forgotten history of this crisis
and the experiences of civilians who survived it. Rachel Chrastil shows
that many of the defining features of “total war,” usually thought to be
a twentieth-century phenomenon, characterized the siege. Deploying
a modern tactic that traumatized city-dwellers, the Germans
purposefully shelled nonmilitary targets. But an unintended
consequence was that outsiders were prompted to act. Intervention by
the Swiss on behalf of Strasbourg’s beleaguered citizens was a
transformative moment: the first example of wartime international
humanitarian aid intended for civilians.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL
268 PAGES
14 HALFTONES, 3 MAPS

RIGHTS HELD
ALL RIGHTS IN
ALL LANGUAGES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Rachel Chrastil is Associate
Professor of History at Xavier
University.

Weaving firsthand accounts of suffering and resilience through her
narrative, Chrastil examines the myriad ethical questions surrounding
what is “legal” in war and what rights civilians trapped in a war zone
possess. The implications of the siege of Strasbourg far exceed their
local context, to inform the dilemmas that haunt our own age—in
which collateral damage and humanitarian intervention have become a
crucial part of our strategic vocabulary.
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Africa in the World
Capitalism, Empire, Nation-State
Frederick Cooper

Of the many pathways out of empire, why did African
leaders follow the one that led to the nation-state, whose
dangers were recognized by Africans in the 1940s and
50s? Frederick Cooper revisits a long history in which
Africans
were
empire-builders,
the
objects
of
colonization, and participants in events that gave rise to
global capitalism.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

At the Second World War’s end, it was clear that business as usual in
colonized Africa would not resume. W. E. B. Du Bois’ The World and
Africa, published in 1946, recognized the depth of the crisis that the
war had brought to Europe, and hence to Europe’s domination over
much of the globe. Du Bois believed that Africa’s past provided
lessons for its future, for international statecraft, and for humanity’s
mastery of social relations and commerce. Frederick Cooper revisits a
history in which Africans were both empire-builders and the objects of
colonization, and participants in the events that gave rise to global
capitalism.
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Of the many pathways out of empire that African leaders envisioned in
the 1940s and 1950s, Cooper asks why they ultimately followed the
one that led to the nation-state, a political form whose limitations and
dangers were recognized by influential Africans at the time. Cooper
takes account of the central fact of Africa’s situation—extreme
inequality between Africa and the western world, and extreme
inequality within African societies—and considers the implications of
this past trajectory for the future. Reflecting on the vast body of
research on Africa since Du Bois’ time, Cooper corrects outdated
perceptions of a continent often relegated to the margins of world
history and integrates its experience into the mainstream of global
affairs.
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A Mattress Maker's Daughter
The Renaissance Romance of Don Giovanni de’ Medici and Livia Vernazza
Brendan Dooley

In
explaining
an
improbable
liaison
and
its
consequences, A Mattress Maker’s Daughter explores
changing concepts of love and romance, new standards
of public and private conduct, and emerging attitudes
toward property and legitimacy just as the age of
Renaissance humanism gives way to the Counter
Reformation and Early Modern Europe.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

A Mattress Maker’s Daughter richly illuminates the narrative of two
people whose mutual affection shaped their own lives and in some
ways their times. According to the Renaissance legend, told and retold
across the centuries, a woman of questionable reputation bamboozles
a middle-aged warrior-prince into marrying her, and the family takes
revenge. He is don Giovanni de’ Medici, son of the Florentine grand
duke; she is Livia Vernazza, daughter of a Genoese artisan. They live
in luxury for a while, far from Florence, and have a child. Then,
Giovanni dies, the family pounces upon the inheritance, and Livia is
forced to return from riches to rags. Documents, including long-lost
love letters, reveal another story behind the legend, suppressed by
the family and forgotten. Brendan Dooley investigates this largely
untold story, among the various settings where episodes occurred,
between Florence, Genoa, Venice.
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In the course of explaining their improbable liaison and its
consequences, A Mattress Maker’s Daughter explores early modern
emotions, material culture, heredity, absolutism, and religious
tensions at the crux of one of the great transformations in European
culture, society, and statecraft. Giovanni and Livia exemplify changing
concepts of love and romance, new standards of public and private
conduct, and emerging attitudes toward property and legitimacy just
as the age of Renaissance humanism gave way to the culture of
Counter Reformation and Early Modern Europe.
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Culling the Masses
The Democratic Origins of Racist Immigration Policy in the Americas
David Scott FitzGerald & David Cook-Martín

Culling the Masses questions the view that democracy
and racism cannot coexist. Analyzing records from 22
countries 1790–2010, the authors offer a history of the
rise and fall of racial selection in the Western
Hemisphere, showing that democracies were first to
select immigrants by race, and undemocratic states first
to outlaw discrimination.

Culling the Masses questions the widely held view that in the long run
democracy and racism cannot coexist. David Scott FitzGerald and
David Cook-Martín show that democracies were the first countries in
the Americas to select immigrants by race, and undemocratic states
the first to outlaw discrimination. Through analysis of legal records
from twenty-two countries between 1790 and 2010, the authors
present a critical history of the rise and fall of racial selection in the
Western Hemisphere.
The United States led the way in using legal means to exclude
“inferior” ethnic groups. Starting in 1790, Congress began passing
nationality and immigration laws that prevented Africans and Asians
from becoming citizens, on the grounds that they were inherently
incapable of self-government. Similar policies were soon adopted by
the self-governing colonies and dominions of the British Empire,
eventually spreading across Latin America as well.
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Undemocratic regimes in Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Cuba
reversed their discriminatory laws in the 1930s and 40s, decades
ahead of the United States and Canada. The conventional claim that
racism and democracy are antithetical—because democracy depends
on ideals of equality and fairness, which are incompatible with the
notion of racial inferiority—cannot explain why liberal democracies
were leaders in promoting racist policies and laggards in eliminating
them. Ultimately, the authors argue, the changed racial geopolitics of
World War II and the Cold War was necessary to convince North
American countries to reform their immigration and citizenship laws.
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American Tax Resisters
Romain D. Huret

American Tax Resisters gives the full history of the antitax movement that, for the past 150 years, has pursued
limited taxes on wealth and battled efforts to secure
social justice through income redistribution. It explains
how a once-marginal ideology became mainstream,
elevating individual entrepreneurialism over sacrifice and
solidarity.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

“The American taxpayer”—angered by government waste and satisfied
only with spending cuts—has preoccupied elected officials and political
commentators since the Reagan Revolution. But resistance to
progressive taxation has older, deeper roots. American Tax Resisters
presents the full history of the American anti-tax movement that has
defended the pursuit of limited taxes on wealth and battled efforts to
secure social justice through income redistribution for the past 150
years.
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From the Tea Party to the Koch brothers, the major players in today’s
anti-tax crusade emerge in Romain Huret’s account as the heirs of a
formidable—and far from ephemeral—political movement. Diverse
coalitions of Americans have rallied around the flag of tax opposition
since the Civil War, their grievances fueled by a determination to
defend private life against government intrusion and a steadfast belief
in the economic benefits and just rewards of untaxed income. Local
tax resisters were actively mobilized by business and corporate
interests throughout the early twentieth century, undeterred by such
setbacks as the Sixteenth Amendment establishing a federal income
tax. Zealously petitioning Congress and chipping at the edges of
progressive tax policies, they bequeathed hard-won experience to
younger generations of conservatives in their pursuit of laissez-faire
capitalism.
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Capturing the decisive moments in U.S. history when tax resisters
convinced a majority of Americans to join their crusade, Romain Huret
explains how a once marginal ideology became mainstream, elevating
economic success and individual entrepreneurialism over social
sacrifice and solidarity.
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Mapping the End of Empire
American and British Strategic Visions in the Postwar World
Aiyaz Husain

By 1945 Washington and London envisioned a new era in
which the U.S. shouldered global responsibilities while
Britain focused its regional interests narrowly. Mapping
the End of Empire reveals how Anglo-American
perceptions of geography and perspectives on the Muslim
world shaped postcolonial futures from the Middle East
to South Asia.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

By the end of World War II, strategists in Washington and London
looked ahead to a new era in which the United States shouldered
global responsibilities and Britain concentrated its regional interests
more narrowly. The two powers also viewed the Muslim world through
very different lenses. Mapping the End of Empire reveals how AngloAmerican perceptions of geography shaped postcolonial futures from
the Middle East to South Asia.
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Aiyaz Husain shows that American and British postwar strategy drew
on popular notions of geography as well as academic and military
knowledge. Once codified in maps and memoranda, these
perspectives became foundations of foreign policy. In South Asia,
American officials envisioned an independent Pakistan blocking Soviet
influence, an objective that outweighed other considerations in the
contested Kashmir region. Shoring up Pakistan meshed perfectly with
British hopes for a quiescent Indian subcontinent once partition
became inevitable. But serious differences with Britain arose over
America’s support for the new state of Israel. Viewing the
Mediterranean as a European lake of sorts, U.S. officials—even in
parts of the State Department—linked Palestine with Europe, deeming
it a perfectly logical destination for Jewish refugees. But British
strategists feared that the installation of a Jewish state in Palestine
could incite Muslim ire from one corner of the Islamic world to the
other.
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As Husain makes clear, these perspectives also influenced the
Dumbarton Oaks Conference and blueprints for the UN Security
Council and shaped French and Dutch colonial fortunes in the Levant
and the East Indies.
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Routes of Power
Energy and Modern America
Christopher F. Jones

The fossil fuel revolution is usually a tale of advances in
energy production. Christopher Jones tells a tale of
advances in energy access—canals, pipelines, wires
delivering cheap, abundant power to cities at a distance
from production sites. Between 1820 and 1930 these
new transportation networks set the U.S. on a path to
fossil fuel dependence.

The fossil fuel revolution is usually rendered as a tale of historic
advances in energy production. In this perspective-changing account,
Christopher F. Jones instead tells a story of advances in energy access
—canals, pipelines, and wires that delivered power in unprecedented
quantities to cities and factories at a great distance from production
sites. He shows that in the American mid-Atlantic region between
1820 and 1930, the construction of elaborate transportation networks
for coal, oil, and electricity unlocked remarkable urban and industrial
growth along the eastern seaboard. But this new transportation
infrastructure did not simply satisfy existing consumer demand—it
also whetted an appetite for more abundant and cheaper energy,
setting the nation on a path toward fossil fuel dependence.
Between the War of 1812 and the Great Depression, low-cost energy
supplied to cities through a burgeoning delivery system allowed
factory workers to mass-produce goods on a scale previously
unimagined. It also allowed people and products to be whisked up and
down the East Coast at speeds unattainable in a country dependent on
wood, water, and muscle. But an energy-intensive America did not
benefit all its citizens equally. It provided cheap energy to some but
not others; it channeled profits to financiers rather than laborers; and
it concentrated environmental harms in rural areas rather than cities.
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Today, those who wish to pioneer a more sustainable and egalitarian
energy order can learn valuable lessons from this history of the
nation’s first steps toward dependence on fossil fuels.
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Transformation of the African American
Intelligentsia, 1880–2012
Martin Kilson

After
Reconstruction,
African
Americans
found
themselves largely excluded from politics, higher
education, and the professions. Martin Kilson explores
how a modern African American intelligentsia developed
amid institutionalized racism. He argues passionately for
an ongoing commitment to communitarian leadership in
the tradition of Du Bois.

BOOK DETAILS
MAY

After Reconstruction, African Americans found themselves free, yet
largely excluded from politics, higher education, and the professions.
Drawing on his professional research into political leadership and
intellectual development in African American society, as well as his
personal roots in the social-gospel teachings of black churches and at
Lincoln University (PA), the political scientist Martin Kilson explores
how a modern African American intelligentsia developed in the face of
institutionalized racism. In this survey of the origins, evolution, and
future prospects of the African American elite, Kilson makes a
passionate argument for the ongoing necessity of black leaders in the
tradition of W. E. B. Du Bois, who summoned the “Talented Tenth” to
champion black progress.
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Among the many dynamics that have shaped African American
advancement, Kilson focuses on the damage—and eventual decline—
of color elitism among the black professional class, the contrasting
approaches of Du Bois and Booker T. Washington, and the
consolidation of an ethos of self-conscious racial leadership. Black
leaders who assumed this obligation helped usher in the civil rights
movement. But mingled among the fruits of victory are the persistent
challenges of poverty and inequality. As the black intellectual and
professional class has grown larger and more influential than ever,
counting the President of the United States in its ranks, new divides of
class and ideology have opened in African American communities.
Kilson asserts that a revival of commitment to communitarian
leadership is essential for the continued pursuit of justice at home and
around the world.

16

SPRING 2014 RIGHTS GUIDE
HISTORY

The Land of the Elephant Kings
Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire
Paul J. Kosmin

Taking in the bulk of Alexander the Great’s Asian
conquests, the Seleucid Empire encompassed remarkable
ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity; yet it did not
include Macedonia, the dynasty’s ancestral homeland.
Paul Kosmin shows how rulers over lands to which they
had no historic claim transformed the territory into a
coherent space.

The Seleucid Empire (311–64 BCE) was unlike anything the ancient
Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds had seen. Stretching from
present-day Bulgaria to Tajikistan—the bulk of Alexander the Great’s
Asian conquests—the kingdom encompassed a territory of remarkable
ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity; yet it did not include
Macedonia, the ancestral homeland of the dynasty. The Land of the
Elephant Kings investigates how the Seleucid kings, ruling over lands
to which they had no historic claim, attempted to transform this
territory into a coherent and meaningful space.
Based on recent archaeological evidence and ancient primary sources,
Paul J. Kosmin’s multidisciplinary approach treats the Seleucid Empire
not as a mosaic of regions but as a land unified in imperial ideology
and articulated by spatial practices. Kosmin uncovers how Seleucid
geographers and ethnographers worked to naturalize the kingdom's
borders with India and Central Asia in ways that shaped Roman and
later medieval understandings of “the East.” In the West, Seleucid
rulers turned their backs on Macedonia, shifting their sense of
homeland to Syria. By mapping the Seleucid kings’ travels and
studying the cities they founded—an ambitious colonial policy that has
influenced the Near East to this day—Kosmin shows how the empire's
territorial identity was constructed on the ground. In the empire's final
century, with enemies pressing harder and central power
disintegrating, we see that the very modes by which Seleucid territory
had been formed determined the way in which it fell apart.
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Contraband
Louis Mandrin and the Making of a Global Underground
Michael Kwass

Louis Mandrin led a gang of bandits who brazenly
smuggled contraband into eighteenth-century France.
Michael Kwass brings new life to the legend of this Gallic
Robin Hood, exposing the dark side of early modern
globalization. Decades later, the memory of Mandrin
inspired ordinary subjects and Enlightened philosophers
alike to challenge royal power.

Louis Mandrin led a gang of bandits who brazenly smuggled
contraband into eighteenth-century France. Michael Kwass brings new
life to the legend of this Gallic Robin Hood and the thriving underworld
he helped to create. Decades before the storming of the Bastille,
surging world trade excited a revolution in consumption that
transformed the French kingdom. Contraband exposes the dark side of
this early phase of globalization, revealing hidden connections
between illicit commerce, criminality, and popular revolt.
France’s economic system was tailor-made for an enterprising outlaw
like Mandrin. As French subjects began to crave colonial products,
Louis XIV lined the royal coffers by imposing a state monopoly on
tobacco from America and an embargo on brilliantly colored calico
cloth from India. Vigorous black markets arose through which
traffickers fed these exotic goods to eager French consumers. Flouting
the law with unparalleled panache, Mandrin captured widespread
public attention to become a symbol of a defiant underground.
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This furtive economy generated violent clashes between smuggling
gangs and customs agents in the borderlands. Eventually, Mandrin
was captured by French troops and put to death in a brutal public
execution intended to demonstrate the king’s absolute authority. But
the spectacle only cemented Mandrin’s status as a rebel folk hero in
an age of mounting discontent. Amid cycles of underground rebellion
and agonizing penal repression, the memory of Mandrin inspired
ordinary subjects and Enlightened philosophers alike to challenge
royal power and forge a movement for radical political change.
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Athens
James H. S. McGregor

Revered as the birthplace of democracy, Athens is much
more than an open-air museum filled with crumbling
monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a
journey from the classical city-state to today’s
contemporary
capital,
revealing
a
world-famous
metropolis that has been resurrected and redefined time
and again.

Revered as the birthplace of Western thought and democracy, Athens
is much more than an open-air museum filled with crumbling
monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a journey from
the classical city-state to today’s contemporary capital, revealing a
world-famous metropolis that has been resurrected and redefined time
and again.
Although the Acropolis remains the city’s anchor, Athens’ vibrant
culture extends far beyond the Greek city’s antique boundaries. James
H. S. McGregor points out how the cityscape preserves signs of the
many actors who have crossed its historical stage. Alexander the
Great incorporated Athens into his empire, as did the Romans.
Byzantine Christians repurposed Greek temples, the Parthenon
included, into churches. From the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries, the
city’s language changed from French to Spanish to Italian, as
Crusaders and adventurers from different parts of Western Europe
took turns sacking and administering the city. An Islamic Athens took
root following the Ottoman conquest of 1456 and remained in place
for nearly four hundred years, until Greek patriots finally won
independence in a blood-drenched revolution.
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Since then, Athenians have endured many hardships, from Nazi
occupation and military coups to famine and economic crisis. Yet, as
McGregor shows, the history of Athens is closer to a heroic epic than a
Greek tragedy. Richly supplemented with maps and illustrations,
Athens paints a portrait of one of the world’s great cities, designed for
travelers as well as armchair students of urban history.
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Race Horse Men
How Slavery and Freedom Were Made at the Racetrack
Katherine Mooney

Katherine Mooney recaptures the sights, sensations, and
illusions of America’s first mass spectator sport. Her
central characters are not the elite white owners of
slaves and thoroughbreds but the black jockeys, grooms,
and horse trainers who called themselves race horse men
and made the racetrack run—until Jim Crow drove them
from their jobs.

BOOK DETAILS
MAY

Race Horse Men recaptures the vivid sights, sensations, and illusions
of nineteenth-century thoroughbred racing, America’s first mass
spectator sport. Inviting readers into the pageantry of the racetrack,
Katherine Mooney conveys the sport’s inherent drama while also
revealing the significant intersections between horseracing and
another quintessential institution of the antebellum South: slavery.
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A popular pastime across American society, horseracing was most
closely identified with an elite class of southern owners who bred
horses and bet large sums of money on these spirited animals. The
central characters in this story are not privileged whites, however, but
the black jockeys, grooms, and horse trainers who sometimes called
themselves race horse men and who made the racetrack run. Mooney
describes a world of patriarchal privilege and social prestige where
blacks as well as whites could achieve status and recognition and
where favored slaves endured an unusual form of bondage. For
wealthy white men, the racetrack illustrated their cherished visions of
a harmonious, modern society based on human slavery.
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After emancipation, a number of black horsemen went on to become
sports celebrities, their success a potential threat to white supremacy
and a source of pride for African Americans. The rise of Jim Crow in
the early twentieth century drove many horsemen from their jobs,
with devastating consequences for them and their families. Katherine
Mooney illuminates the role these too often forgotten men played in
Americans’ continuing struggle to define the meaning of freedom.
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American Cocktail
A "Colored Girl" in the World
Anita Reynolds
with Howard Miller

This is the rollicking, never-before-published memoir of a
fascinating African American woman with an uncanny
knack for being in the right place in the most interesting
times.
Actress,
dancer,
model,
literary
critic,
psychologist,
and free-spirited provocateur, Anita
Reynolds was, as her Parisian friends nicknamed her, an
American Cocktail.
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20 HALFTONES, GROUPED

This is the rollicking, never-before-published memoir of a fascinating
woman with an uncanny knack for being in the right place in the most
interesting times. Of racially mixed heritage, Anita Reynolds was
proudly African American but often passed for Indian, Mexican, or
Creole. Actress, dancer, model, literary critic, psychologist, but above
all free-spirited provocateur, she was, as her Parisian friends
nicknamed her, an “American cocktail.”
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One of the first black stars of the silent era, she appeared in
Hollywood movies with Rudolph Valentino, attended Charlie Chaplin’s
anarchist meetings, and studied dance with Ruth St. Denis. She
moved to New York in the 1920s and made a splash with both Harlem
Renaissance elites and Greenwich Village bohemians. An émigré in
Paris, she fell in with the Left Bank avant garde, befriending Antonin
Artaud, Man Ray, and Pablo Picasso. Next, she took up residence as a
journalist in Barcelona during the Spanish Civil War and witnessed
firsthand the growing menace of fascism. In 1940, as the Nazi panzers
closed in on Paris, Reynolds spent the final days before the French
capitulation as a Red Cross nurse, afterward making a mad dash for
Lisbon to escape on the last ship departing Europe.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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Howard Miller is Professor of
Education at Mercy College,
Dobbs Ferry, New York.
George Hutchinson is Professor of
English and Newton C. Farr
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In prose that perfectly captures the globetrotting nonchalance of its
author, American Cocktail presents a stimulating, unforgettable selfportrait of a truly extraordinary woman.
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The Tupac Amaru Rebellion
Charles F. Walker

Charles Walker examines the largest rebellion in the
history of Spain’s American empire, led by Latin
America’s most iconic revolutionary, Tupac Amaru, and
his wife. It began in 1780 as a multiclass alliance against
European-born usurpers but degenerated into a vicious
caste war, leaving a legacy that still influences South
American politics today.

The largest rebellion in the history of Spain’s American empire—a
conflict greater in territory and costlier in lives than the
contemporaneous American Revolution—began as a local revolt
against colonial authorities in 1780. As an official collector of tribute
for the imperial crown, José Gabriel Condorcanqui had seen firsthand
what oppressive Spanish rule meant for Peru’s Indian population.
Adopting the Inca royal name Tupac Amaru, he set events in motion
that would transform him into Latin America’s most iconic
revolutionary figure.
Tupac Amaru’s political aims were modest at first. He claimed to act
on the Spanish king’s behalf, expelling corrupt Spaniards and
abolishing onerous taxes. But the rebellion became increasingly
bloody as it spread throughout Peru and into parts of modern-day
Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina. By the late 1780s, Tupac Amaru, his wife
Micaela Bastidas, and their followers had defeated the Spanish in
numerous battles and gained control over a vast territory. As the
rebellion swept through Indian villages to gain recruits and overthrow
the Spanish corregidors, rumors spread that the Incas had returned to
reclaim their kingdom.
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Charles Walker immerses readers in the rebellion’s guerrilla
campaigns, propaganda war, and brutal acts of retribution. He
highlights the importance of Bastidas—the key strategist—and
reassesses the role of the Catholic Church in the uprising’s demise.
The Tupac Amaru Rebellion examines why a revolt that began as a
multiclass alliance against European-born usurpers degenerated into a
vicious caste war—and left a legacy that continues to influence South
American politics today.
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The Cultural Revolution at the Margins
Chinese Socialism in Crisis
Yiching Wu

The Cultural Revolution in China began from above, yet it
was students and workers at the grassroots who
advanced the movement’s radical possibilities by acting
and thinking for themselves. Resolving to suppress the
resulting crisis, Mao set events in motion in 1968 that
left out in the cold those rebels who had taken it most
seriously, Yiching Wu shows.

Mao Zedong envisioned a great struggle to “wreak havoc under the
heaven” when he launched the Cultural Revolution in 1966. But as
radicalized Chinese youth rose up against Party officials, events
quickly slipped from the government’s grasp, and rebellion took on a
life of its own. Turmoil became a reality in a way the Great Leader had
not foreseen. The Cultural Revolution at the Margins recaptures these
formative moments from the perspective of the disenfranchised and
disobedient rebels Mao unleashed and later betrayed.
The Cultural Revolution began as a “revolution from above,” and Mao
had only a tenuous relationship with the Red Guard students and
workers who responded to his call. Yet it was these young rebels at
the grassroots who advanced the Cultural Revolution’s more radical
possibilities, Yiching Wu argues, and who not only acted for
themselves but also transgressed Maoism by critically reflecting on
broader issues concerning Chinese socialism. As China’s state
machinery broke down and the institutional foundations of the PRC
were threatened, Mao resolved to suppress the crisis. Leaving out in
the cold the very activists who had taken its transformative promise
seriously, the Cultural Revolution devoured its children and exhausted
its political energy.
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The mass demobilizations of 1968–69, Wu shows, were the starting
point of a series of crisis-coping maneuvers to contain and neutralize
dissent, producing immense changes in Chinese society a decade
later.
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Public Spectacles in Roman and Late Antique
Palestine
Zeev Weiss

Wishing to ingratiate himself with Rome, Herod the Great
built theaters, amphitheaters, and hippodromes to bring
pagan entertainments of all sorts to Palestine. Zeev
Weiss explores how the indigenous Jewish and Christian
populations
responded,
as
both
spectators
and
performers, to these cultural imports, which left a lasting
imprint on the region.
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Public Spectacles in Roman and Late Antique Palestine introduces
readers to the panoply of public entertainment that flourished in
Palestine from the first century BCE to the sixth century CE. Drawing
on a trove of original archaeological and textual evidence, Zeev Weiss
reconstructs an ancient world where Romans, Jews, and Christians
intermixed amid a heady brew of shouts, roars, and applause to watch
a variety of typically pagan spectacles.
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Ancient Roman society reveled in many such spectacles—dramatic
performances, chariot races, athletic competitions, and gladiatorial
combats—that required elaborate public venues, often maintained at
great expense. Wishing to ingratiate himself with Rome, Herod the
Great built theaters, amphitheaters, and hippodromes to bring these
forms of entertainment to Palestine. Weiss explores how the
indigenous Jewish and Christian populations responded, as both
spectators and performers, to these cultural imports. Perhaps
predictably, the reactions of rabbinic and clerical elites did not differ
greatly. But their dire warnings to shun pagan entertainment did little
to dampen the popularity of these events.
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Herod’s ambitious building projects left a lasting imprint on the region.
His dream of transforming Palestine into a Roman enclave succeeded
far beyond his rule, with games and spectacles continuing into the
fifth century CE. By then, however, public entertainment in Palestine
had become a cultural institution in decline, ultimately disappearing
during Justinian’s reign in the sixth century.
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American Railroads
Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century
Robert E. Gallamore & John R. Meyer

Overregulated and displaced by barges, trucks, and jet
aviation, railroads fell into decline. Their misfortune was
measured in lost market share, abandoned track,
bankruptcies,
and
unemployment.
Today,
rail
transportation is reviving. American Railroads tells a
riveting story about how this iconic industry managed to
turn itself around.

Once an icon of American industry, railroads fell into a long decline
beginning around the turn of the twentieth century. Overburdened
with regulation and often displaced by barge traffic on governmentmaintained waterways, trucking on interstate highways, and jet
aviation, railroads measured their misfortune in lost market share,
abandoned track, bankruptcies, and unemployment. Today, however,
as Robert Gallamore and John Meyer demonstrate, rail transportation
is reviving, rescued by new sources of traffic and advanced
technology, as well as less onerous bureaucracy.
In 1970, Congress responded to the industry’s plight by consolidating
most passenger rail service nationwide into Amtrak. But private-sector
freight service was left to succeed or fail on its own. The renaissance
in freight traffic began in 1980 with the Staggers Rail Act, which
allowed railroad companies to contract with customers for services
and granted freedom to set most rates based on market supply and
demand. Railroads found new business hauling low-sulfur coal and
grain long distances in redesigned freight cars, while double-stacked
container cars moved a growing volume of both international and
domestic goods. Today, trains have smaller crews, operate over better
track, and are longer and heavier than ever before.
Near the end of the twentieth century, after several difficult but
important mergers, privately owned railroads increased their
investments in safe, energy-efficient, environmentally friendly freight
transportation. American Railroads tells a riveting story about how this
crucial U.S. industry managed to turn itself around.
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Progressive Inequality
Rich and Poor in New York, 1890–1920
David Huyssen

The Progressive Era has been seen as a seismic event
that reduced the gulf between America’s rich and poor.
Progressive Inequality cuts against the grain of this
view, showing how initiatives in charity, organized labor,
and housing reform backfired, reinforcing class biases,
especially the notion that wealth derives from individual
merit.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

The Progressive Era has been depicted as a seismic event in American
history—a landslide of reform that curbed capitalist excesses and
reduced the gulf between rich and poor. Progressive Inequality cuts
against the grain of this popular consensus, demonstrating how
income inequality’s growth prior to the stock market crash of 1929
continued to aggravate class divisions. As David Huyssen makes clear,
Progressive attempts to alleviate economic injustice often had the
effect of entrenching class animosity, making it more, not less, acute.
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Huyssen interweaves dramatic stories of wealthy and poor New
Yorkers at the turn of the twentieth century, uncovering how
initiatives in charity, labor struggles, and housing reform chafed
against social, economic, and cultural differences. These cross-class
actions took three main forms: prescription, in which the rich
attempted to dictate the behavior of the poor; cooperation, in which
mutual interest engendered good-faith collaboration; and conflict, in
which sharply diverging interests produced escalating class violence.
In cases where reform backfired, it reinforced a set of class biases
that remain prevalent in America today, especially the notion that
wealth derives from individual merit and poverty from lack of
initiative.
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A major contribution to the history of American capitalism,
Progressive Inequality makes tangible the abstract dynamics of class
relations by recovering the lived encounters between rich and poor—
as allies, adversaries, or subjects to inculcate—and opens a rare
window onto economic and social debates in our own time.
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We the People, Volume 3: The Civil Rights
Revolution
Bruce Ackerman

The Civil Rights Revolution carries Bruce Ackerman’s
sweeping reinterpretation of United States constitutional
history into the era beginning with Brown v Board of
Education. Laws that ended Jim Crow and ensured equal
rights at work, in schools, and in the voting booth gained
congressional approval only after the American people
mobilized their support.

BOOK DETAILS
MARCH

The Civil Rights Revolution carries Bruce Ackerman’s sweeping
reinterpretation of constitutional history into the era beginning with
Brown v. Board of Education. From Rosa Parks’s courageous defiance,
to Martin Luther King’s resounding cadences in “I Have a Dream,” to
Lyndon Johnson’s leadership of Congress, to the Supreme Court’s
decisions redefining the meaning of equality, the movement to end
racial discrimination decisively changed our understanding of the
Constitution.
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Ackerman anchors his discussion in the landmark statutes of the
1960s: the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and
the Fair Housing Act of 1968. Challenging conventional legal analysis
and arguing instead that constitutional politics won the day, he
describes the complex interactions among branches of government—
and also between government and the ordinary people who
participated in the struggle. He showcases leaders such as Everett
Dirksen, Hubert Humphrey, and Richard Nixon who insisted on real
change, not just formal equality, for blacks and other minorities.
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The Civil Rights Revolution transformed the Constitution, but not
through judicial activism or Article V amendments. The breakthrough
was the passage of laws that ended the institutionalized humiliations
of Jim Crow and ensured equal rights at work, in schools, and in the
voting booth. This legislation gained congressional approval only
because of the mobilized support of the American people—and their
principles deserve a central place in the nation’s history. Ackerman’s
arguments are especially important at a time when the Roberts Court
threatens to undermine the major contributions of America’s Second
Reconstruction.
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The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution
John W. Compton

John Compton shows how evangelicals, not New Deal
reformers, paved the way for the U.S.’s most important
constitutional developments of the twentieth century.
Their early-1800s crusade to destroy property that made
immorality possible challenged founding-era legal
protections of slavery, lotteries, and liquor sales and
opened the door to progressivism.

The New Deal is often said to represent a sea change in American
constitutional history, overturning a century of precedent to permit an
expanded federal government, increased regulation of the economy,
and eroded property protections. John Compton offers a surprising
revision of this familiar narrative, showing that nineteenth-century
evangelical Protestants, not New Deal reformers, paved the way for
the most important constitutional developments of the twentieth
century.
Following the great religious revivals of the early 1800s, American
evangelicals embarked on a crusade to eradicate immorality from
national life by destroying the property that made it possible. Their
cause represented a direct challenge to founding-era legal protections
of sinful practices such as slavery, lottery gambling, and buying and
selling liquor. Although evangelicals urged the judiciary to bend the
rules of constitutional adjudication on behalf of moral reform,
antebellum judges usually resisted their overtures. But after the Civil
War, American jurists increasingly acquiesced in the destruction of
property on moral grounds.
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In the early twentieth century, Oliver Wendell Holmes and other critics
of laissez-faire constitutionalism used the judiciary’s acceptance of
evangelical moral values to demonstrate that conceptions of property
rights and federalism were fluid, socially constructed, and subject to
modification by democratic majorities. The result was a progressive
constitutional regime—rooted in evangelical Protestantism—that would
hold sway for the rest of the twentieth century.
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America's Forgotten Constitutions
Defiant Visions of Power and Community
Robert L. Tsai

Robert Tsai’s history invites readers into the circle of
defiant groups who refused to accept the Constitution’s
definition of who “We the People” are and how their
authority should be exercised. It is the story of America
as told by dissenters: squatters, Native Americans,
abolitionists, socialists, internationalists, and racial
nationalists.

BOOK DETAILS
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The U.S. Constitution opens by proclaiming the sovereignty of all
citizens: “We the People.” Robert Tsai’s gripping history of alternative
constitutions invites readers into the circle of those who have rejected
this ringing assertion—the defiant groups that refused to accept the
Constitution’s definition of who “the people” are and how their
authority should be exercised.
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America’s Forgotten Constitutions is the story of America as told by
dissenters: squatters, Native Americans, abolitionists, socialists,
internationalists, and racial nationalists. Beginning in the nineteenth
century, Tsai chronicles eight episodes in which discontented citizens
took the extraordinary step of drafting a new constitution. He
examines the alternative Americas envisioned by John Brown (who
dreamed of a republic purged of slavery), Robert Barnwell Rhett (the
Confederate “father of secession”), and Etienne Cabet (a French
socialist who founded a utopian society in Illinois). Other dreamers
include the University of Chicago academics who created a world
constitution for the nuclear age; the Republic of New Afrika, which
demanded a separate country carved from the Deep South; and the
contemporary Aryan movement, which plans to liberate America from
multiculturalism and feminism.
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Countering those who treat constitutional law as a single tradition,
Tsai argues that the ratification of the Constitution did not quell
debate but kindled further conflicts over basic questions of power and
community. He explains how the tradition mutated over time,
inspiring generations and disrupting the best-laid plans for simplicity
and order. Idealists on both the left and right will benefit from reading
these cautionary tales.
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The Temptation of Despair
Tales of the 1940s
Werner Sollors

In Germany the end of World War II calls forth images of
obliterated
cities,
hungry
refugees, and ghostly
monuments to Nazi crimes. Drawing on diaries,
photographs, essays, reports, fiction, and film, Werner
Sollors makes visceral the sorrow and anger, guilt and
pride, despondency and resilience of a defeated people—
and the paradoxes of occupation.
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In Germany, the years immediately following World War II call
forward images of obliterated cities, hungry refugees, and ghostly
monuments to Nazi crimes. The temptation of despair was hard to
resist, and to contemporary observers the road toward democracy in
the Western zones of occupation seemed rather uncertain. Drawing on
a vast array of American, German, and other sources—diaries,
photographs, newspaper articles, government reports, essays, works
of fiction, and film—Werner Sollors makes visceral the experiences of
defeat and liberation, homelessness and repatriation, concentration
camps and denazification.
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These tales reveal writers, visual artists, and filmmakers as well as
common people struggling to express the sheer magnitude of the
human catastrophe they witnessed. Some relied on traditional images
of suffering and death, on Biblical scenes of the Flood and the
Apocalypse. Others shaped the mangled, nightmarish landscape
through abstract or surreal forms of art. Still others turned to irony
and black humor to cope with the incongruities around them.
Questions about guilt and complicity in a totalitarian country were
raised by awareness of the Holocaust, making “After Dachau” a new
epoch in Western history.
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The Temptation of Despair is a book about coming to terms with the
mid-1940s, the contradictory emotions of a defeated people—sorrow
and anger, guilt and pride, despondency and resilience—as well as the
ambiguities and paradoxes of Allied victory and occupation.
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The Conquest of the Russian Arctic
Paul R. Josephson

Spanning nine time zones, the Russian Arctic was mostly
unexplored before the twentieth century. Paul Josephson
describes the massive effort under Stalin to assimilate
the Arctic into the Soviet empire—effects still being felt
today, as Putin redoubles efforts to secure the Arctic,
which he sees as key to Russia’s economic and military
status.

Spanning nine time zones from Norway to the Bering Strait, the
immense Russian Arctic was mostly unexplored before the twentieth
century. This changed rapidly in the 1920s, when the Soviet Union
implemented plans for its conquest. The Russian Arctic, a definitive
political and environmental history of one of the world’s remotest
regions, details the ambitious attempts, from Soviet times to the
present, to control and reshape the Arctic, and the terrible costs paid
along the way.
Paul Josephson describes the effort under Stalin to assimilate the
Arctic into the Soviet empire. Extraction of natural resources,
construction of urban settlements, indoctrination of nomadic
populations, collectivization of reindeer herding—all this was to be
accomplished so that the Arctic operated according to socialist
principles. The entire project was in many ways an extension of the
Bolshevik revolution, as economic planners and engineers assumed
that policies and plans which worked elsewhere in the empire would
apply here. But as they pushed ahead with methods hastily adopted
from other climates, the results were political repression, destruction
of traditional cultures, and environmental degradation. The effects are
still being felt today. At the same time, scientists and explorers led the
world in understanding Arctic climes and regularities.
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Putin has redoubled Russia’s efforts to secure the Arctic, seen as key
to the nation’s economic development and military status. The
Russian Arctic brings into focus a little-understood part of the world
that remains a locus of military and economic pressures, ongoing
environmental damage, and grand ambitions imperfectly realized.
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A Great and Wretched City
Promise and Failure in Machiavelli’s Florentine Political Thought
Mark Jurdjevic

Dispelling the myth that Florentine politics offered only
negative lessons, Mark Jurdjevic shows that significant
aspects of Machiavelli’s political thought were inspired
by his native city. Machiavelli’s contempt for Florence’s
shortcomings was a direct function of his considerable
estimation of the city’s unrealized political potential.
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Like many inhabitants of booming metropolises, Machiavelli alternated
between love and hate for his native city. He often wrote scathing
remarks about Florentine political myopia, corruption, and servitude,
but also wrote about Florence with pride, patriotism, and confident
hope of better times. Despite the alternating tones of sarcasm and
despair he used to describe Florentine affairs, Machiavelli provided a
stubbornly persistent sense that his city had all the materials and
potential necessary for a wholesale, triumphant, and epochal political
renewal. As he memorably put it, Florence was “truly a great and
wretched city.”
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Mark Jurdjevic focuses on the Florentine dimension of Machiavelli’s
political thought, revealing new aspects of his republican convictions.
Through The Prince, Discourses, correspondence, and, most
substantially, Florentine Histories, Jurdjevic examines Machiavelli’s
political career and relationships to the republic and the Medici. He
shows that significant and as yet unrecognized aspects of Machiavelli’s
political thought were distinctly Florentine in inspiration, content, and
purpose. From a new perspective and armed with new arguments, A
Great and Wretched City reengages the venerable debate about
Machiavelli’s relationship to Renaissance republicanism. Dispelling the
myth that Florentine politics offered Machiavelli only negative lessons,
Jurdjevic argues that Machiavelli’s contempt for the city’s
shortcomings was a direct function of his considerable estimation of its
unrealized political potential.
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The Medicean Succession
Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo dei Medici’s Florence
Gregory Murry

Cosimo dei Medici stabilized ducal finances, secured his
borders, doubled his territory, attracted scholars and
artists to his court, academy, and universities, and
dissipated fractious Florentine politics. These triumphs
were far from a foregone conclusion, as Gregory Murry
shows in this study of how Cosimo crafted his image as a
sacral monarch.

In 1537, Florentine Duke Alessandro dei Medici was murdered by his
cousin and would-be successor, Lorenzino dei Medici. Lorenzino’s
treachery forced him into exile, however, and the Florentine senate
accepted a compromise candidate, seventeen-year-old Cosimo dei
Medici. The senate hoped Cosimo would act as figurehead, leaving the
senate to manage political affairs. But Cosimo never acted as a
puppet. Instead, by the time of his death in 1574, he had stabilized
ducal finances, secured his borders while doubling his territory,
attracted an array of scholars and artists to his court, academy, and
universities, and, most importantly, dissipated the perennially
fractious politics of Florentine life.
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Gregory Murry argues that these triumphs were far from a foregone
conclusion. Drawing on a wide variety of archival and published
sources, he examines how Cosimo and his propagandists successfully
crafted an image of Cosimo as a legitimate sacral monarch. Murry
posits that both the propaganda and practice of sacral monarchy in
Cosimo’s Florence channeled preexisting local religious assumptions as
a way to establish continuities with the city’s republican and
renaissance past. In The Medicean Succession, Murry elucidates the
models of sacral monarchy that Cosimo chose to utilize as he deftly
balanced his ambition with the political sensitivities arising from
existing religious and secular traditions.
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Latino Pentecostals in America
Faith and Politics in Action
Gastón Espinosa

Today 12.5 million U.S. Latinos self-identify as
Protestant, and Assemblies of God is the destination for
one out of four converts. Gastón Espinosa reveals the
church’s struggle for indigenous leadership, racial
equality, women in the ministry, and immigration reform
and shows why “Silent Pentacostals” are an activist voice
in Evangelical politics.

Every year an estimated 600,000 U.S. Latinos convert from
Catholicism to Protestantism. Today, 12.5 million Latinos self-identify
as Protestant—a population larger than all U.S. Jews and Muslims
combined. Spearheading this spiritual transformation is the
Pentecostal movement and Assemblies of God, which is the
destination for one out of four converts. In a deeply researched social
and cultural history, Gastón Espinosa uncovers the roots of this
remarkable turn and the Latino AG’s growing leadership nationwide.
Latino Pentecostals in America traces the Latino AG back to the Azusa
Street Revivals in Los Angeles and Apostolic Faith Revivals in Houston
from 1906 to 1909. Espinosa describes the uphill struggles for
indigenous leadership, racial equality, women in the ministry, social
and political activism, and immigration reform. His analysis of their
independent political views and voting patterns from 1996 to 2012
challenges the stereotypes that they are all apolitical, right-wing, or
politically marginal. Their outspoken commitment to an active faith
has led a new generation of leaders to blend righteousness and
justice, by which they mean the reconciling message of Billy Graham
and the social transformation of Martin Luther King Jr. Latino AG
leaders and their 2,400 churches across the nation represent a new
and growing force in denominational, Evangelical, and presidential
politics.
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This eye-opening study explains why this group of working-class
Latinos once called “The Silent Pentecostals” is silent no more. By
giving voice to their untold story, Espinosa enriches our understanding
of the diversity of Latino religion, Evangelicalism, and American
culture.
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Between Pagan and Christian
Christopher P. Jones

Who and what was pagan depended on the outlook of the
observer, as Christopher Jones shows in this fresh and
penetrating analysis. Treating paganism as a historical
construct rather than a fixed entity, Between Christian
and Pagan uncovers the fluid ideas, rituals, and beliefs
that Christians and pagans shared in Late Antiquity.

BOOK DETAILS
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For the early Christians, “pagan” referred to a multitude of
unbelievers: Greek and Roman devotees of the Olympian gods, and
“barbarians” such as Arabs and Germans with their own array of
deities. But while these groups were clearly outsiders or idolaters, who
and what was pagan depended on the outlook of the observer, as
Christopher Jones shows in this fresh and penetrating analysis.
Treating paganism as a historical construct rather than a fixed entity,
Between Christian and Pagan uncovers the ideas, rituals, and beliefs
that Christians and pagans shared in Late Antiquity.
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While the emperor Constantine’s conversion in 312 was a momentous
event in the history of Christianity, the new religion had been
gradually forming in the Roman Empire for centuries, as it moved
away from its Jewish origins and adapted to the dominant pagan
culture. Early Christians drew on pagan practices and claimed
important pagans as their harbingers—asserting that Plato, Virgil, and
others had glimpsed Christian truths. At the same time, Greeks and
Romans had encountered in Judaism observances and beliefs shared
by Christians such as the Sabbath and the idea of a single, creator
God. Polytheism was the most obvious feature separating paganism
and Christianity, but pagans could be monotheists, and Christians
could be accused of polytheism and branded as pagans. In the diverse
religious communities of the Roman Empire, as Jones makes clear,
concepts of divinity, conversion, sacrifice, and prayer were much more
fluid than traditional accounts of early Christianity have led us to
believe.
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Childhood Obesity in America
Biography of an Epidemic
Laura Dawes

Obesity among American children has reached epidemic
proportions. Laura Dawes traces changes in diagnosis,
treatment, and popular conceptions of the most serious
health problem facing American children today, and
makes the case that understanding the cultural history of
a disease is critical to developing effective public health
policy.

A century ago, a plump child was considered a healthy child. No
longer. An overweight child is now known to be at risk for maladies
ranging from asthma to cardiovascular disease, and obesity among
American children has reached epidemic proportions. Childhood
Obesity in America traces the changes in diagnosis and treatment, as
well as popular understanding, of the most serious public health
problem facing American children today.
Excess weight was once thought to be something children outgrew, or
even a safeguard against infectious disease. But by the mid-twentieth
century, researchers recognized early obesity as an indicator of
lifelong troubles. Debates about its causes and proper treatment
multiplied. Over the century, fat children were injected with animal
glands, psychoanalyzed, given amphetamines, and sent to fat camp.
In recent decades, an emphasis on taking personal responsibility for
one’s health, combined with commercial interests, has affected the
way the public health establishment has responded to childhood
obesity—and the stigma fat children face. At variance with this
personal emphasis is the realization that societal factors, including fast
food, unsafe neighborhoods, and marketing targeted at children, are
strongly implicated in weight gain. Activists and the courts are the
most recent players in the obesity epidemic’s biography.
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Today, obesity in this age group is seen as a complex condition, with
metabolic, endocrine, genetic, psychological, and social elements.
Laura Dawes makes a powerful case that understanding the cultural
history of a disease is critical to developing effective health policy.
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Inferno
An Anatomy of American Punishment
Robert A. Ferguson

Robert Ferguson diagnoses all parts of a massive, out-ofcontrol punishment regime. Turning the spotlight on the
plight of prisoners, he asks the American people, Do we
want our prisons to be this way? Acknowledging the
suffering of prisoners and understanding what punishers
do when they punish are the first steps toward a better,
more just system.

BOOK DETAILS
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America’s criminal justice system is broken. The United States
punishes at a higher per capita rate than any other country in the
world. In the last twenty years, incarceration rates have risen 500
percent. Sentences are harsh, prisons are overcrowded, life inside is
dangerous, and rehabilitation programs are ineffective. Police and
prosecutors operate in the dark shadows of the legal process—
sometimes resigning themselves to the status quo, sometimes turning
a profit from it. The courts define punishment as “time served,” but
that hardly begins to explain the suffering of prisoners.
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Looking not only to court records but to works of philosophy, history,
and literature for illumination, Robert Ferguson, a distinguished law
professor, diagnoses all parts of a now massive, out-of-control
punishment regime. He exposes the veiled pleasure behind the
impulse to punish (which confuses our thinking about the purpose of
punishment), explains why over time all punishment regimes impose
greater levels of punishment than originally intended, and traces a
disturbing gap between our ability to quantify pain and the precision
with which penalties are handed down.
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Ferguson turns the spotlight from the debate over legal issues to the
real plight of prisoners, addressing not law professionals but the
American people. Do we want our prisons to be this way? Or are we
unaware, or confused, or indifferent, or misinformed about what is
happening?
Acknowledging
the suffering of prisoners and
understanding what punishers do when they punish are the first steps
toward a better, more just system.
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Global Health Law
Lawrence O. Gostin

Despite global progress, staggering health inequalities
between rich and poor raise basic questions of social
justice. Defining the field of global health law, Lawrence
Gostin drives home the need for effective governance
and offers a blueprint for reform, based on the principle
that the opportunity to live a healthy life is a basic
human right.

The international community has made great progress in improving
global health. But staggering health inequalities between rich and poor
still remain, raising fundamental questions of social justice. In a book
that systematically defines the burgeoning field of global health law,
Lawrence Gostin drives home the need for effective global governance
for health and offers a blueprint for reform, based on the principle that
the opportunity to live a healthy life is a basic human right.
Gostin shows how critical it is for institutions and international
agreements to focus not only on illness but also on the essential
conditions that enable people to stay healthy throughout their
lifespan: nutrition, clean water, mosquito control, and tobacco
reduction. Policies that shape agriculture, trade, and the environment
have long-term impacts on health, and Gostin proposes major reforms
of global health institutions and governments to ensure better
coordination, more transparency, and accountability. He illustrates the
power of global health law with case studies on AIDS, influenza,
tobacco, and health worker migration.
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Today’s pressing health needs worldwide are a problem not only for
the medical profession but also for all concerned citizens. Designed
with the beginning student, advanced researcher, and informed public
in mind, Global Health Law will be a foundational resource for
teaching, advocacy, and public discourse in global health.
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Family Law Reimagined
Jill Elaine Hasday

This is the first book to explore the canonical narratives,
stories, examples, and ideas that legal decisionmakers
invoke to explain family law and its governing principles.
Jill Elaine Hasday shows how this canon misdescribes the
reality of family law, misdirects attention away from
actual problems family law confronts, and misshapes
policies.
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One of the law’s most important and far-reaching roles is to govern
family life and family members. Family law decides who counts as kin,
how family relationships are created and dissolved, and what legal
rights and responsibilities come with marriage, parenthood, sibling
ties, and other family bonds. Yet despite its significance, the field
remains remarkably understudied and poorly understood both within
and outside the legal community.
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Family Law Reimagined is the first book to evaluate the canonical
narratives, examples, and ideas that legal decisionmakers repeatedly
invoke to explain family law and its governing principles. These stories
contend that family law is exclusively local, that it repudiates market
principles, that it has eradicated the imprint of common law doctrines
which subordinated married women, that it is dominated by contract
rules permitting individuals to structure their relationships as they
choose, and that it consistently prioritizes children’s interests over
parents’ rights. In this book, Jill Elaine Hasday reveals how family
law’s canon misdescribes the reality of family law, misdirects attention
away from the actual problems that family law confronts, and
misshapes the policies that legal authorities pursue. She demonstrates
how much of the “common sense” that decisionmakers expound about
family law actually makes little sense.
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Family Law Reimagined uncovers and critiques the family law canon
and outlines a path to reform. Challenging conventional answers and
asking questions that judges and lawmakers routinely overlook, it calls
on us to reimagine family law.
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The Hidden Mechanics of Exercise
Molecules That Move Us
Christopher M. Gillen

The Hidden Mechanics of Exercise reveals the microworld
of the body in motion, from motor proteins that produce
force to enzymes that extract energy from food, and
tackles questions athletes ask: What should we ingest
before and during a race? How does a hard workout
trigger changes in our muscles? Why does exercise make
us feel good?

As anyone who takes up a new sport quickly discovers, even basic
athletic moves require high levels of coordination and control.
Whether dribbling a basketball or hitting a backhand, limbs must be
synchronized and bodies balanced, all with precise timing. But no
matter how diligently we watch the pros or practice ourselves, the
body’s inner workings remain invisible.
The Hidden Mechanics of Exercise reveals the microworld of the
human body in motion, from the motor proteins that produce force, to
the signaling molecules that activate muscles, to the enzymes that
extract energy from nutrients. Christopher Gillen describes how
biomolecules such as myosin, collagen, hemoglobin, and creatine
kinase power our athletic movements. During exercise, these
molecules dynamically morph into different shapes, causing muscles,
tendons, blood, and other tissues to perform their vital functions.
Gillen explores a wide array of topics, from how genetic testing may
soon help athletes train more effectively, to how physiological
differences between women and men influence nutrition. The Hidden
Mechanics of Exercise tackles questions athletes routinely ask. What
should we ingest before and during a race? How does a hard workout
trigger changes in our muscles? Why does exercise make us feel
good?
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Athletes need not become biologists to race in a triathlon or carve
turns on a snowboard. But Gillen, who has run ten ultramarathons,
points out that athletes wishing to improve their performance will
profit from a deeper understanding of the body’s molecular
mechanisms.
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Embryos under the Microscope
The Diverging Meanings of Life
Jane Maienschein

Jane Maienschein examines how understanding of the
embryo evolved from the speculations of natural
philosophers to bioengineering, with its life-enhancing
therapies. She shows that research on embryos has
always seemed promising to some but frightening to
others, and makes the case that public understanding
must be informed by scientific findings.

Too tiny to see with the naked eye, the human embryo was just a
hypothesis until the microscope made observation of embryonic
development possible. This changed forever our view of the minuscule
cluster of cells that looms large in questions about the meaning of life.
Embryos under the Microscope examines how our scientific
understanding of the embryo has evolved from the earliest
speculations of natural philosophers to today’s biological engineering,
with its many prospects for life-enhancing therapies. Jane Maienschein
shows that research on embryos has always revealed possibilities that
appear promising to some but deeply frightening to others, and she
makes a persuasive case that public understanding must be informed
by up-to-date scientific findings.
Direct observation of embryos greatly expanded knowledge but also
led to disagreements over what investigators were seeing. Biologists
confirmed that embryos are living organisms undergoing rapid change
and are not in any sense functioning persons. They do not feel pain or
have any capacity to think until very late stages of fetal development.
New information about DNA led to discoveries about embryonic
regulation of genetic inheritance, as well as evolutionary relationships
among species. Scientists have learned how to manipulate embryos in
the lab, taking them apart, reconstructing them, and even
synthesizing—practically from scratch—cells, body parts, and maybe
someday entire embryos. Showing how we have learned what we now
know about the biology of embryos, Maienschein changes our view of
what it means to be alive.
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Wallace, Darwin, and the Origin of Species
James T. Costa

Darwin is credited with discovering evolution through
natural selection, but Alfred Russel Wallace saw the
same process at work in nature and elaborated the same
theory. Dispelling misperceptions of Wallace as a
secondary figure, James Costa reveals the two
naturalists as equals in advancing one of the greatest
scientific discoveries of all time.

Charles Darwin is often credited with discovering evolution through
natural selection, but the idea was not his alone. The naturalist Alfred
Russel Wallace, working independently, saw the same process at work
in the natural world and elaborated much the same theory. Their
important scientific contributions made both men famous in their
lifetimes, but Wallace slipped into obscurity after his death, while
Darwin’s renown grew. Dispelling the misperceptions that continue to
paint Wallace as a secondary figure, James Costa reveals the two
naturalists as true equals in advancing one of the greatest scientific
discoveries of all time.
Analyzing Wallace’s “Species Notebook,” Costa shows how Wallace’s
methods and thought processes paralleled Darwin’s, yet inspired
insights uniquely his own. Kept during his Southeast Asian expeditions
of the 1850s, the notebook is a window into Wallace’s early
evolutionary ideas. It records his evidence-gathering, critiques of antievolutionary arguments, and plans for a book on “transmutation.”
Most important, it demonstrates conclusively that natural selection
was not some idea Wallace stumbled upon, as is sometimes assumed,
but was the culmination of a decade-long quest to solve the mystery
of the origin of species.
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Wallace, Darwin, and the Origin of Species also reexamines the pivotal
episode in 1858 when Wallace sent Darwin a manuscript announcing
his discovery of natural selection, prompting a joint public reading of
the two men’s papers on the subject. Costa’s analysis of the “Species
Notebook” shines a new light on these readings, further illuminating
the independent nature of Wallace’s discoveries.
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Banking on the Body
The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America
Kara W. Swanson

Each year Americans supply blood, sperm, and breast
milk to “banks” that store these products for use by
strangers in medical procedures. Who gives, who
receives, who profits? Kara Swanson traces body banks
from the first experiments that discovered therapeutic
uses for body products to current websites that facilitate
a thriving global exchange.
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Scientific advances and economic forces have converged to create
something unthinkable for much of human history: a robust market in
human body products. Every year, countless Americans supply blood,
sperm, and breast milk to “banks” that store these products for later
use by strangers in routine medical procedures. These exchanges
entail complicated questions. Which body products are donated and
which sold? Who gives and who receives? And, in the end, who
profits? In this eye-opening study, Kara Swanson traces the history of
body banks from the nineteenth-century experiments that discovered
therapeutic uses for body products to twenty-first-century websites
that facilitate a thriving global exchange.
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More than a metaphor, the “bank” has shaped ongoing controversies
over body products as either marketable commodities or gifts donated
to help others. A physician, Dr. Bernard Fantus, proposed a “bank” in
1937 to make blood available to all patients. Yet the bank metaphor
labeled blood as something to be commercially bought and sold, not
communally shared. As blood banks became a fixture of medicine
after World War II, American doctors made them a frontline in their
war against socialized medicine. The profit-making connotations of the
“bank” reinforced a market-based understanding of supply and
distribution, with unexpected consequences for all body products,
from human eggs to kidneys.
Ultimately, the bank metaphor straitjacketed legal codes and
reinforced inequalities in medical care. By exploring its past, Banking
on the Body charts the path to a more efficient and less exploitative
distribution of the human body’s life-giving potential.
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Northanger Abbey
An Annotated Edition
Jane Austen

In her introduction to Northanger Abbey—part of
Harvard’s celebrated annotated Austen series—Susan
Wolfson proposes that Austen’s most underappreciated,
most playful novel is about fiction itself and how it can
take possession of everyday understandings. Wolfson’s
running commentary will engage new readers and
delight scholars.

The star of Northanger Abbey is seventeen-year-old Catherine
Moreland, Jane Austen’s youngest and most impressionable heroine.
Away from home for the first time, on a visit to Bath with family
friends, Catherine, a passionate consumer of novels (especially of the
gothic variety), encounters a world in which everything beckons as a
readable text: not only books, but also conversations and behaviors,
clothes, carriages, estates, and vistas. In her lively introduction to this
newest volume in Harvard’s celebrated annotated Austen series,
Susan Wolfson proposes that Austen’s most underappreciated, most
playful novel is about fiction itself and how it can take possession of
everyday understandings.
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The first of Austen’s major works to be completed (it was revised in
1803 and again in 1816-17), Northanger Abbey was published five
months after Austen’s death in July 1817, together with Persuasion.
The 1817 text, whose singularly frustrating course to publication
Wolfson recounts, is the basis for this freshly edited and annotated
edition.
Wolfson’s running commentary will engage new readers while offering
delights for scholars and devoted Janeites. A wealth of color images
bring to life Bath society in Austen’s era—the parade of female
fashions, the carriages running over open roads and through the city’s
streets, circulating libraries, and nouveau-riche country estates—as
well as the larger cultural milieu of Northanger Abbey. This unique
edition holds appeal not just for “Friends of Jane” but for all readers
looking for a fuller engagement with Austen’s extraordinary first novel.
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Stephen Crane
A Life of Fire
Paul Sorrentino

Stephen Crane’s short, compact life—“a life of fire,” he
called it—is surrounded by myths, distortions, and
fabrications. Paul Sorrentino has sifted through garbled
chronologies and contradictory eyewitness accounts,
scoured the archives, and followed in Crane’s footsteps.
The result is the most accurate account of the poet and
novelist to date.

With the exception of Poe, no American writer has proven as
challenging to biographers as the author of The Red Badge of
Courage. Stephen Crane’s short, compact life— “a life of fire,” he
called it—continues to be surrounded by myths and half-truths,
distortions and outright fabrications. Mindful of the pitfalls that have
marred previous biographies, Paul Sorrentino has sifted through
garbled chronologies and contradictory eyewitness accounts, scoured
the archives, and followed in Crane’s footsteps. The result is the most
complete and accurate account of the poet and novelist written to
date.
Whether Crane was dressing as a hobo to document the life of the
homeless in the Bowery, defending a prostitute against corrupt New
York City law enforcement, or covering the historic charge up the San
Juan hills as a correspondent during the Spanish-American War, his
adventures were front-page news. From Sorrentino’s layered narrative
of the various phases of Crane’s life a portrait slowly emerges. By
turns taciturn and garrulous, confident and insecure, romantic and
cynical, Crane was a man of irresolvable contradictions. He rebelled
against tradition yet was proud of his family heritage; he lived a
Bohemian existence yet was drawn to social status; he romanticized
women yet obsessively sought out prostitutes; he spurned a God he
saw as remote yet wished for His presence.
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Incorporating decades of research by the foremost authority on
Crane’s work, Stephen Crane: A Life of Fire sets a new benchmark for
biographers.
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Seven Modes of Uncertainty
C. Namwali Serpell

Literature is uncertain. Literature is good for us. These
two ideas are often taken for granted. But what is the
relationship between literature’s capacity to perplex and
its ethical value? Seven Modes of Uncertainty contends
that literary uncertainty is crucial to ethics because it
pushes us beyond the limits of our experience.
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Literature is rife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two
ideas about reading literature are often taken for granted. But what is
the relationship between literature’s capacity to unsettle, perplex, and
bewilder us, and literature’s ethical value? To revive this question, C.
Namwali
Serpell proposes a return to William Empson’s
groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930), which
contends that literary uncertainty is crucial to ethics because it pushes
us beyond the limits of our own experience.
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Taking as case studies experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni
Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian McEwan, Elliot Perlman, Tom
McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary
uncertainty emerges from the reader’s shifting responses to structures
of conflicting information. A number of these novels employ a
structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations
for the same events. Some use a structure of multiplicity, which
presents different perspectives regarding events or characters. The
structure of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of
events and frustrates our ability to follow the story.
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To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows
from cognitive psychology the concept of affordance, which describes
an object’s or environment’s potential uses. Moving through these
narrative structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty,
which in turn afford ethical experiences both positive and negative. At
the crossroads of recent critical turns to literary form, reading
practices, and ethics, Seven Modes of Uncertainty offers a new
phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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Graphesis
Humanistic Perspectives on Visual Forms of Knowledge Production
Johanna Drucker

Fusing digital humanities with media studies and graphic
design history, Graphesis offers a critical language for
analysis of graphical knowledge and argues for studying
visuality from a humanistic perspective, exploring how
graphic languages can serve fields where qualitative
judgments take priority over quantitative statements of
fact.
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In our current screen-saturated culture, we take in more information
through visual means that at any point in history. The computers and
smart phones that constantly flood us with images do more than
simply convey information. They structure our relationship to
information through graphical formats. Learning to interpret how
visual forms not only present but produce knowledge, says Johanna
Drucker, has become an essential contemporary skill.
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Graphesis provides a descriptive critical language for the analysis of
graphical knowledge. In an interdisciplinary study fusing digital
humanities with media studies and graphic design history, Drucker
outlines the principles by which visual formats organize meaningful
content. Among the most significant of these formats is the graphical
user interface (GUI)—the dominant feature of the screens of nearly all
consumer electronic devices. Because so much of our personal and
professional lives is mediated through visual interfaces, it is important
to start thinking critically about how they shape knowledge, our
behavior, and even our identity.
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Information graphics bear tell-tale signs of the disciplines in which
they originated: statistics, business, and the empirical sciences.
Drucker makes the case for studying visuality from a humanistic
perspective, exploring how graphic languages can serve fields where
qualitative judgments take priority over quantitative statements of
fact. Graphesis offers a new epistemology of the ways we process
information, embracing the full potential of visual forms and formats
of knowledge production.
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Hypercities
Thick Mapping in the Digital Humanities
Todd Presner, David Shepard, and Yoh Kawano

More than a physical space, a hypercity is a real city
overlaid with information networks that document the
past,
catalyze
the
present,
and
project future
possibilities. Hypercities are always under construction.
Hypercities puts digital humanities theory into practice to
chart the proliferating cultural records of places around
the world.

The prefix “hyper” refers to multiplicity and abundance. More than a
physical space, a hypercity is a real city overlaid with information
networks that document the past, catalyze the present, and project
future possibilities. Hypercities are always under construction.
Todd Presner, David Shepard, and Yoh Kawano put digital humanities
theory into practice to chart the proliferating cultural records of places
around the world. A digital platform transmogrified into a book, it
explains the ambitious online project of the same name that maps the
historical layers of city spaces in an interactive, hypermedia
environment. The authors examine the media archaeology of Google
Earth and the cultural-historical meaning of map projections, and
explore recent events—the “Arab Spring” and the Fukushima nuclear
power plant disaster—through social media mapping that incorporates
data visualizations, photographic documents, and twitter streams. A
collaboratively authored and designed work, Hypercities includes a
“ghost map” of downtown Los Angeles, polyvocal memory maps of
LA’s historic Filipinotown, avatar-based explorations of ancient Rome,
and hour-by-hour mappings of the Tehran election protests of 2009.
Not a book about maps in the literal sense, Hypercities describes the
humanist project of participating and listening that transforms
mapping into an ethical undertaking: thick mapping. Ultimately, the
digital humanities do not consist merely of computer-based methods
for analyzing information. They are a means of integrating scholarship
with the world of lived experience, making sense of the past in the
layered spaces of the present for the sake of the open future.
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The Library Beyond the Book
Jeffrey T. Schnapp & Matthew Battles

Jeffrey Schnapp and Matthew Battles reflect on what
libraries have been in order to speculate about what they
will become: hybrid places that intermingle books and
ebooks, analog and digital formats, paper and pixels.
They combine the cultural history of libraries with
innovations at metaLAB, a research group at the
forefront of digital humanities.

In an age of ebook readers and digital downloads, it is easy to imagine
a time when printed books will vanish, rendered extinct by the
Internet revolution. But such forecasts miss the mark, say Jeffrey
Schnapp and Matthew Battles. Future bookshelves will not be wholly
virtual, and libraries will thrive—although not in their present form.
Throughout their history, libraries have been sites for new media, new
technical demands, and new cultural forms. Schnapp and Battles
combine study of the library’s cultural history with a record of
institutional and technical innovation at metaLAB, a research group at
the forefront of the digital humanities. They gather these currents in
The Library Beyond the Book, exploring what libraries have been in
the past to speculate on what they will become: hybrid places that
intermingle books and ebooks, analog and digital formats, paper and
pixels. From the Mausoleum—a place to commemorate the dead and
their wisdom—to the Database, a container for accessible, infinitely
expansible information, past library forms will reappear, nowhere in
isolation, but remixed into new institutional forms. The authors also
imagine libraries untethered from collections, from Civic Spaces to
freestanding Reading Rooms, which can serve as alternatives to closed
and controlled versions of the archive.
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Library types have been mixed and matched in the past, and remix is
the most plausible future scenario. Speculative and provocative, The
Library Beyond the Book explains book culture in a networked world
where the physical and the virtual blend with increasing intimacy.
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Lines of Descent
W. E. B. Du Bois and the Emergence of Identity
Kwame Anthony Appiah

W. E. B. Du Bois never felt so at home as when he was a
student in Berlin. Germany was the first place white
people had treated him as an equal. But anti-Semitism
was prevalent, and Du Bois’ challenge, says Kwame
Anthony Appiah, was to take the best of German
intellectual life without its parochialism—to steal the fire
without getting burned.
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W. E. B. Du Bois never felt so at home as when he was a student at
the University of Berlin. But Du Bois was also American to his core,
scarred but not crippled by the racial humiliations of his homeland. In
Lines of Descent, Kwame Anthony Appiah traces the twin lineages of
Du Bois’ American experience and German apprenticeship, showing
how they shaped the great African-American scholar’s ideas of race
and social identity.
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At Harvard, Du Bois studied with such luminaries as William James
and George Santayana, scholars whose contributions were largely
intellectual. But arriving in Berlin in 1892, Du Bois came under the
tutelage of academics who were also public men. The economist Adolf
Wagner had been an advisor to Otto von Bismarck. Heinrich von
Treitschke, the historian, served in the Reichstag, and the economist
Gustav von Schmoller was a member of the Prussian state council.
These scholars united the rigorous study of history with political
activism and represented a model of real-world engagement that
would strongly influence Du Bois in the years to come.
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With its romantic notions of human brotherhood and self-realization,
German culture held a potent allure for Du Bois. Germany, he said,
was the first place white people had treated him as an equal. But the
prevalence of anti-Semitism allowed Du Bois no illusions that the
Kaiserreich was free of racism. His challenge, says Appiah, was to take
the best of German intellectual life without its parochialism—to steal
the fire without getting burned.
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Virtues of Thought
Essays on Plato and Aristotle
Aryeh Kosman

Exploring
what two foundational figures, Plato and
Aristotle, have to say about the nature of human
awareness and understanding, Aryeh Kosman concludes
that ultimately the virtues of thought are to be found in
the joys and satisfactions that come from thinking
philosophically, whether we engage in it ourselves or
witness others’ participation.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

Virtues of Thought is an excursion through interconnecting
philosophical topics in Plato and Aristotle, under the expert guidance
of Aryeh Kosman. Exploring what these two foundational figures have
to say about the nature of human awareness and understanding,
Kosman concludes that ultimately the virtues of thought are to be
found in the joys and satisfactions that come from thinking
philosophically, whether we engage in it ourselves or witness others’
participation.
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Kosman examines Aristotle’s complex understanding of the role that
reason plays in practical choice and moral deliberation, and the
specific forms of thinking that are involved in explaining the world and
making it intelligible to ourselves and others. Critical issues of
consciousness and the connection between thinking and acting in
Aristotle’s philosophical psychology lead to a discussion of the
importance of emotion in his theory of virtue. Theories of perception
and cognition are highlighted in works such as Aristotle’s Posterior
Analytics. When his focus turns to Plato, Kosman gives original
accounts of several dialogues concerning Plato’s treatment of love,
self-knowledge, justice, and the complex virtue known as sophrosyne
in such texts as Charmides and the Republic.
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Bringing together in a single volume previously unpublished essays
along with classics in the field, Virtues of Thought makes a significant
contribution to our study of ancient Greek philosophy.
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Anselm's Other Argument
A. D. Smith

Some commentators claim that Anselm’s writings contain
a second independent “modal ontological argument” for
God’s existence. A. D. Smith contends that although
there is a second a priori argument in Anselm, it is not
the modal argument. This “other argument” bears a
striking resemblance to one that Duns Scotus would later
employ.
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Anselm of Canterbury (1033–1109 CE), in his work Proslogion,
originated the “ontological argument” for God’s existence, famously
arguing that “something than which nothing greater can be
conceived,” which he identifies with God, must actually exist, for
otherwise something greater could indeed be conceived. Some
commentators have claimed that although Anselm may not have been
conscious of the fact, the Proslogion as well as his Reply to Gaunilo
contain passages that constitute a second independent proof: a
“modal ontological argument” that concerns the supposed logical
necessity of God’s existence. Other commentators disagree,
countering that the alleged second argument does not stand on its
own but presupposes the conclusion of the first.
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Anselm’s Other Argument stakes an original claim in this debate, and
takes it further. There is a second a priori argument in Anselm
(specifically in the Reply), A. D. Smith contends, but it is not the
modal argument past scholars have identified. This second argument
surfaces in a number of forms, though always turning on certain deep,
interrelated metaphysical issues. It is this form of argument that in
fact underlies several of the passages which have been misconstrued
as statements of the modal argument. In a book that combines
historical research with rigorous philosophical analysis, Smith
discusses this argument in detail, finally defending a modification of it
that is implicit in Anselm. This “other argument” bears a striking
resemblance to one that Duns Scotus would later employ.
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Philosophy of Mathematics in the Twentieth
Century
Selected Essays
Charles Parsons
In these selected essays, Charles Parsons surveys the
contributions of philosophers and mathematicians who
shaped the philosophy of mathematics over the past
century: Brouwer, Hilbert, Bernays, Weyl, Gödel, Russell,
Quine, Putnam, Wang, and Tait.
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In this illuminating collection, Charles Parsons surveys the
contributions of philosophers and mathematicians who shaped the
philosophy of mathematics over the course of the past century.
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Parsons begins with a discussion of the Kantian legacy in the work of
L. E. J. Brouwer, David Hilbert, and Paul Bernays, shedding light on
how Bernays revised his philosophy after his collaboration with Hilbert.
He considers Hermann Weyl’s idea of a “vicious circle” in the
foundations of mathematics, a radical claim that elicited many
challenges. Turning to Kurt Gödel, whose incompleteness theorem
transformed debate on the foundations of mathematics and brought
mathematical logic to maturity, Parsons discusses his essay on
Bertrand
Russell’s
mathematical
logic—Gödel’s
first mature
philosophical statement and an avowal of his Platonistic view.
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Philosophy of Mathematics in the Twentieth Century insightfully treats
the contributions of figures the author knew personally: W. V. Quine,
Hilary Putnam, Hao Wang, and William Tait. Quine’s early work on
ontology is explored, as is his nominalistic view of predication and his
use of the genetic method of explanation in the late work The Roots of
Reference. Parsons attempts to tease out Putnam’s views on existence
and ontology, especially in relation to logic and mathematics. Wang’s
contributions to subjects ranging from the concept of set, minds, and
machines to the interpretation of Gödel are examined, as are Tait’s
axiomatic conception of mathematics, his minimalist realism, and his
thoughts on historical figures.
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A New Republic of Letters
Memory and Scholarship in the Age of Digital Reproduction
Jerome McGann

Jerome McGann’s manifesto argues that the history of
texts and how they are preserved and accessed for
interpretation are the overriding subjects of humanist
study in the digital age. Theory and philosophy no longer
suffice as an intellectual framework. But philology—out
of fashion for decades—models these concerns with
surprising fidelity.
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A manifesto for the humanities in the digital age, A New Republic of
Letters argues that the history of texts, together with the methods by
which they are preserved and made available for interpretation, are
the overriding subjects of humanist study in the twenty-first century.
Theory and philosophy, which have grounded the humanities for
decades, no longer suffice as an intellectual framework. Jerome
McGann proposes we look instead to philology—a discipline which has
been out of fashion for many decades but which models the concerns
of digital humanities with surprising fidelity.
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For centuries, books have been the best way to preserve and transmit
knowledge. But as libraries and museums digitize their archives and
readers abandon paperbacks for tablet computers, digital media are
replacing books as the repository of cultural memory. While both the
mission of the humanities and its traditional modes of scholarship and
critical study are the same, the digital environment is driving
disciplines to work with new tools that require major, and often very
difficult, institutional changes. Now more than ever, scholars need to
recover the theory and method of philological investigation if the
humanities are to meet their perennial commitments. Textual and
editorial scholarship, often marginalized as a narrowly technical
domain, should be made a priority of humanists’ attention.
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Ethics After Aristotle
Brad Inwood

The earliest philosophers thought deeply about ethical
questions, but Aristotle founded ethics as a well-defined
discipline. Brad Inwood focuses on the reception of
Aristotelian ethical thought in the Hellenistic and Roman
worlds and explores the thinker’s influence on the
philosophers who followed in his footsteps from 300 BCE
to 200 CE.
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From the earliest times, philosophers and others have thought deeply
about ethical questions. But it was Aristotle who founded ethics as a
discipline with clear principles and well-defined boundaries. Ethics
After Aristotle focuses on the reception of Aristotelian ethical thought
in the Hellenistic and Roman worlds, underscoring the thinker’s
enduring influence on the philosophers who followed in his footsteps
from 300 BCE to 200 CE.
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Beginning with Aristotle’s student and collaborator Theophrastus, Brad
Inwood traces the development of Aristotelian ethics up to the thirdcentury Athenian philosopher Alexander of Aphrodisias. He shows that
there was no monolithic tradition in the school, but a rich variety of
moral theory. The philosophers of the Peripatetic school produced
surprisingly varied theories in dialogue with other philosophical
traditions, generating rich insight into human virtue and happiness.
What unifies the different stands of thought—what makes them
distinctively Aristotelian—is a form of ethical naturalism: that our
knowledge of the good and virtuous life depends first on
understanding our place in the natural world, and second on the
exercise of our natural dispositions in distinctively human activities.
What is now referred to as “virtue ethics,” Inwood argues, is a less
important part of Aristotle’s legacy than the naturalistic approach
Aristotle articulated and his philosophical descendants developed
further.
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Offering a wide range of ways of thinking about ethics from an ancient
perspective, Ethics After Aristotle is a penetrating study of how
philosophy evolves in the wake of an unusually powerful and original
thinker.
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The Place of Prejudice
A Case for Reasoning within the World
Adam Adatto Sandel

We associate prejudice with ignorance and bigotry and
consider it a source of injustice. Can prejudice have a
legitimate place in moral and political judgment? Adam
Sandel shows that prejudice, properly understood, is not
an obstacle to clear thinking but an essential aspect of it.
The aspiration to reason without preconceptions is
misguided.
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Today, we associate prejudice with ignorance and bigotry and consider
it a source of injustice. So how can prejudice have a legitimate place
in moral and political judgment? In this ambitious work, Adam Sandel
shows that prejudice, properly understood, is not an unfortunate
obstacle to clear thinking but an essential aspect of it. The aspiration
to reason without preconceptions, he argues, is misguided.
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Ranging across philosophy from Aristotle to Heidegger and Gadamer,
Sandel demonstrates that we inherit our “prejudice against prejudice”
from the Enlightenment. By detaching reason from habit and common
opinion, thinkers such as Bacon, Descartes, and Kant invented
prejudice—as we understand it today—as an obstacle to freedom and
a failure to think for oneself.
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The Place of Prejudice presents a powerful challenge to this picture.
The attempt to purge understanding of culture and history leads not to
truth, Sandel warns, but to shallowness and confusion. A purely
detached notion of reason deprives judgment of all perspective,
disparages political rhetoric as mere pandering, and denies us the
background knowledge we need to interpret literature, law, and the
past. In a clear, eloquent voice, Sandel presents instead a compelling
case for reasoning within the world.
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Secularism, Identity, and Enchantment
Akeel Bilgrami

In a rigorous exploration of how secularism and identity
emerged as conflicting concepts in the modern world,
Akeel
Bilgrami
elaborates
a
notion
of
secular
enchantment with a view to finding in secular modernity
a locus of meaning and value, while addressing squarely
the anxiety that all such notions are exercises in
nostalgia.
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Bringing clarity to a subject clouded by polemic, Secularism, Identity,
and Enchantment is a rigorous exploration of how secularism and
identity emerged as concepts in different parts of the modern world.
At a time when secularist and religious worldviews appear
irreconcilable, Akeel Bilgrami strikes out on a path distinctly his own,
criticizing secularist proponents and detractors, liberal universalists
and multicultural relativists, alike.
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Those who ground secularism in arguments that aspire to universal
reach, Bilgrami argues, fundamentally misunderstand the nature of
politics. To those, by contrast, who regard secularism as a mere
outgrowth of colonial domination, he offers the possibility of a more
conceptually vernacular ground for political secularism. Focusing on
the response to Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses, Bilgrami asks why
Islamic identity has so often been a mobilizing force against
liberalism, and he answers the question with diagnostic sympathy,
providing a philosophical framework within which the Islamic tradition
might overcome the resentments prompted by its colonized past and
present.
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Turning to Gandhi’s political and religious thought, Bilgrami ponders
whether the increasing appeal of religion in many parts of the world
reflects a growing disillusionment not with science but with an outlook
of detachment around the rise of modern science and capitalism. He
elaborates a notion of enchantment along metaphysical, ethical, and
political lines with a view to finding in secular modernity a locus of
meaning and value, while addressing squarely the anxiety that all
such notions hark back nostalgically to a time that has past.
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The Religion of the Future
Roberto Mangabeira Unger

How can we live in such a way that we die only once?
How can we organize a society that gives us a better
chance to be fully alive? How can we reinvent religion so
that it liberates us instead of consoling us? These
questions stand at the center of The Religion of the
Future—a book about religion and a religious work in its
own right.
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How can we live in such a way that we die only once? How can we
organize a society that gives us a better chance to be fully alive? How
can we reinvent religion so that it liberates us instead of consoling us?
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These questions stand at the center of Roberto Mangabeira Unger’s
The Religion of the Future. Both a book about religion and a religious
work in its own right, it proposes the content of a religion that can
survive faith in a transcendent God and in life after death. According
to this religion—the religion of the future—human beings can be more
human by becoming more godlike, not just later, in another life or
another time, but right now, on Earth and in their own lives.
Unger begins by facing the irreparable flaws in the human condition:
our mortality, groundlessness, and insatiability. He goes on to discuss
the conflicting approaches to existence that have dominated the last
2,500 years of the history of religion. Turning next to the religious
revolution that we now require, he explores the political ideal of this
revolution, an idea of deep freedom. And he develops its moral vision,
focused on a refusal to squander life.
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The Religion of the Future advances Unger’s philosophical program: a
philosophy for which history is open, the new can happen, and
belittlement need not be our fate.
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The Army and Democracy
Military Politics in Pakistan
Aqil Shah

In sharp contrast to neighboring India, the Muslim nation
of Pakistan has been ruled by its military for over three
decades. The Army and Democracy identifies steps for
reforming Pakistan’s armed forces and reducing its
interference in politics, and sees lessons for fragile
democracies striving to bring the military under civilian
control.

BOOK DETAILS
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Since Pakistan gained independence in 1947, only once has an elected
government completed its tenure and peacefully transferred power to
another elected government. In sharp contrast to neighboring India,
the Muslim nation has been ruled by its military for over three
decades. Even when they were not directly in control of the
government, the armed forces maintained a firm grip on national
politics. How the military became Pakistan’s foremost power elite and
what its unchecked authority means for the future of this nucleararmed nation are among the crucial questions Aqil Shah takes up in
The Army and Democracy.

RIGHTS HELD
ALL RIGHTS IN
ALL LANGUAGES

Pakistan’s and India’s armies inherited their organization, training,
and doctrines from their British predecessor, along with an ethic that
regarded politics as outside the military domain. But Pakistan’s weak
national solidarity, exacerbated by a mentality that saw war with India
looming around every corner, empowered the military to take national
security and ultimately government into its own hands. As the
military’s habit of disrupting the natural course of politics gained
strength over time, it arrested the development of democratic
institutions.
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Based on archival materials, internal military documents, and over
100 interviews with politicians, civil servants, and Pakistani officers,
including four service chiefs and three heads of the clandestine InterServices Intelligence, The Army and Democracy provides insight into
the military’s contentious relationship with Pakistan’s civilian
government. Shah identifies steps for reforming Pakistan’s armed
forces and reducing its interference in politics, and sees lessons for
fragile democracies striving to bring the military under civilian control.
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Citizens Divided
Campaign Finance Reform and the Constitution
Robert Post

First Amendment defenders greeted the Court’s Citizens
United ruling with enthusiasm, while electoral reformers
recoiled in disbelief. Robert Post offers a constitutional
theory that seeks to reconcile these sharply divided
camps, and he explains how the case might have been
decided in a way that would preserve free speech and
electoral integrity.
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The Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision in Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission, which struck down a federal prohibition on
independent corporate campaign expenditures, is one of the most
controversial opinions in recent memory. Defenders of the First
Amendment greeted the ruling with enthusiasm, while advocates of
electoral reform recoiled in disbelief. Robert Post offers a new
constitutional theory that seeks to reconcile these sharply divided
camps.
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Post interprets constitutional conflict over campaign finance reform as
an argument between those who believe self-government requires
democratic participation in the formation of public opinion and those
who believe that self-government requires a functioning system of
representation. The former emphasize the value of free speech, while
the latter emphasize the integrity of the electoral process. Each
position has deep roots in American constitutional history. Post argues
that both positions aim to nurture self-government, which in
contemporary life can flourish only if elections are structured to create
public confidence that elected officials are attentive to public opinion.
Post spells out the many implications of this simple but profound
insight. Critiquing the First Amendment reasoning of the Court in
Citizens United, he also shows that the Court did not clearly grasp the
constitutional dimensions of corporate speech.
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Blending history, constitutional law, and political theory, Citizens
Divided explains how a Supreme Court case of far-reaching
consequence might have been decided differently, in a manner that
would have preserved both First Amendment rights and electoral
integrity.
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Make It Stick
The Science of Successful Learning
Peter C. Brown, Henry L. Roediger, III, and Mark A. McDaniel

Drawing on cognitive psychology and other fields, Make
It Stick offers techniques for becoming more productive
learners, and cautions against study habits and practice
routines that turn out to be counterproductive. The book
speaks to students, teachers, trainers, athletes, and all
those
interested
in
lifelong
learning
and
selfimprovement.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

To most of us, learning something “the hard way” implies wasted time
and effort. Good teaching, we believe, should be creatively tailored to
the different learning styles of students and should use strategies that
make learning easier. Make It Stick turns fashionable ideas like these
on their head. Drawing on recent discoveries in cognitive psychology
and other disciplines, the authors offer concrete techniques for
becoming more productive learners.
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Memory plays a central role in our ability to carry out complex
cognitive tasks, such as applying knowledge to problems never before
encountered and drawing inferences from facts already known. New
insights into how memory is encoded, consolidated, and later
retrieved have led to a better understanding of how we learn.
Grappling with the impediments that make learning challenging leads
both to more complex mastery and better retention of what was
learned.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Peter C. Brown is a writer of both
fiction and nonfiction, including
the historical novel The Fugitive
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Many common study habits and practice routines turn out to be
counterproductive. Underlining and highlighting, rereading, cramming,
and single-minded repetition of new skills create the illusion of
mastery, but gains fade quickly. More complex and durable learning
come from self-testing, introducing certain difficulties in practice,
waiting to re-study new material until a little forgetting has set in, and
interleaving the practice of one skill or topic with another. Speaking
most urgently to students, teachers, trainers, and athletes, Make It
Stick will appeal to all those interested in the challenge of lifelong
learning and self-improvement.
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The Americanization of Narcissism
Elizabeth Lunbeck

American social critics in the 1970s seized on narcissism
as the sickness of the age. But they missed the
psychoanalytic breakthrough that championed it as the
wellspring of ambition, creativity, and empathy. Elizabeth
Lunbeck’s history opens a new view on the central
questions faced by the self struggling amid the
crosscurrents of modernity.

BOOK DETAILS
MARCH

American social critics in the 1970s, convinced that their nation was in
decline, turned to psychoanalysis for answers and seized on
narcissism as the sickness of the age. Books indicting Americans as
greedy, shallow, and self-indulgent appeared, none more influential
than Christopher Lasch’s famous 1978 jeremiad The Culture of
Narcissism. This line of critique reached a crescendo the following year
in Jimmy Carter’s “malaise speech” and has endured to this day.
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But as Elizabeth Lunbeck reveals, the American critics missed
altogether the breakthrough in psychoanalytic thinking that was
championing narcissism’s positive aspects. Psychoanalysts had
clashed over narcissism from the moment Freud introduced it in 1914,
and they had long been split on its defining aspects: How much selflove, self-esteem, and self-indulgence was normal and desirable?
While Freud’s orthodox followers sided with asceticism, analytic
dissenters argued for gratification. Fifty years later, the Viennese
émigré Heinz Kohut led a psychoanalytic revolution centered on a
“normal narcissism” that he claimed was the wellspring of human
ambition, creativity, and empathy. But critics saw only pathology in
narcissism. The result was the loss of a vital way to understand
ourselves, our needs, and our desires.
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Tyrone, Jr Professor of History at
Vanderbilt University.

296 PAGES

Narcissism’s rich and complex history is also the history of the shifting
fortunes and powerful influence of psychoanalysis in American thought
and culture. Telling this story, The Americanization of Narcissism
ultimately opens a new view on the central questions faced by the self
struggling amid the tumultuous crosscurrents of modernity.
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The Family of Abraham
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Interpretations
Carol Bakhos

“Abrahamic religions” has gained currency in scholarly
and ecumenical circles as a way to refer to Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. Carol Bakhos steps back from the
convention to ask: What is Abrahamic about these three
faiths? She challenges references to Judaism and Islam
as sibling religions and warns against uncritical adoption
of the term.

BOOK DETAILS
JUNE

The term “Abrahamic religions” has gained considerable currency in
both scholarly and ecumenical circles as a way of referring to Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. In The Family of Abraham, Carol Bakhos steps
back from this convention to ask a frequently overlooked question:
What, in fact, is Abrahamic about these three faiths? Exploring diverse
stories and interpretations relating to the portrayal of Abraham, she
reveals how he is venerated in these different scriptural traditions and
how scriptural narratives have been pressed into service for
nonreligious purposes.
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Grounding her study in a close examination of ancient Jewish textual
practices, primarily midrash, as well as medieval Muslim Stories of the
Prophets and the writings of the early Church Fathers, Bakhos
demonstrates that ancient and early-medieval readers often
embellished the image of Abraham and his family—Sarah, Hagar,
Ishmael,
and
Isaac.
Her
analysis
dismantles
pernicious
misrepresentations of Abraham’s firstborn son, Ishmael, and
provocatively challenges contemporary references to Judaism and
Islam as sibling religions.
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As Bakhos points out, an uncritical adoption of the term “Abrahamic
religions” not only blinds us to the diverse interpretations and
traditions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam but also artificially
separates these faiths from their historical contexts. In correcting
mistaken assumptions about the narrative and theological significance
of Abraham, The Family of Abraham sheds new light on key figures of
three world religions.
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A Million and One Gods
The Peristence of Polytheism
Page duBois

As A Million and One Gods shows, polytheism is
considered a scandalous presence in societies oriented to
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim beliefs. Yet it persists,
even in the West, perhaps because polytheism
corresponds to unconscious needs and deeply held
values of tolerance, diversity, and equality that are
central to civilized societies.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

Many people worship not just one but many gods. Yet a relentless
prejudice against polytheism denies legitimacy to some of the world’s
oldest and richest religious traditions. In her examination of
polytheistic cultures both ancient and contemporary—those of Greece
and Rome, the Bible and the Quran, as well as modern India—Page
duBois refutes the idea that the worship of multiple gods naturally
evolves over time into the “higher” belief in a single deity. In A Million
and One Gods, she shows that polytheism has endured intact for
millennia even in the West, despite the many hidden ways that
monotheistic thought continues to shape Western outlooks.
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In English usage, the word “polytheism” comes from the seventeenthcentury writings of Samuel Purchas. It was pejorative from the
beginning—a word to distinguish the belief system of backward
peoples from the more theologically advanced religion of Protestant
Christians. Today, when monotheistic fundamentalisms too often drive
people to commit violent acts, polytheism remains a scandalous
presence in societies still oriented according to Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim beliefs. Even in the multicultural milieus of twenty-firstcentury America and Great Britain, polytheism finds itself
marginalized. Yet it persists, perhaps because polytheism corresponds
to unconscious needs and deeply held values of tolerance, diversity,
and equality that are central to civilized societies.
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Essential Demographic Methods
Kenneth W. Wachter

Classroom-tested over many years and filled with fresh
examples, Essential Demographic Methods is tailored to
beginners, advanced students, and researchers alike. An
award-winning teacher and eminent demographer,
Kenneth Wachter draws on themes from the individual
lifecourse, history, and global change to bring out the
wider appeal of demography.

Essential Demographic Methods brings to readers the full range of
ideas and skills of demographic analysis that lie at the core of social
sciences and public health. Classroom tested over many years, filled
with fresh data and examples, this approachable text is tailored to the
needs of beginners, advanced students, and researchers alike. An
award-winning teacher and eminent demographer, Kenneth Wachter
uses themes from the individual lifecourse, history, and global change
to convey the meaning of concepts such as exponential growth,
cohorts and periods, lifetables, population projection, proportional
hazards, parity, marity, migration flows, and stable populations. The
presentation is carefully paced and accessible to readers with
knowledge of high-school algebra. Each chapter contains original
problem sets and worked examples.
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From the most basic concepts and measures to developments in
spatial demography and hazard modeling at the research frontier,
Essential Demographic Methods brings out the wider appeal of
demography in its connections across the sciences and humanities. It
is a lively, compact guide for understanding quantitative population
analysis in the social and biological world.
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Cultures of Milk
The Biology and Meaning of Dairy Products in the United States and India
Andrea S. Wiley

Cultures of Milk contrasts the practices of the world’s
two leading milk producers, India and the United States.
In both countries, milk is considered to have special
qualities. Drawing on ethnographic and scientific studies,
popular media, and government reports, Andrea Wiley
shows that the cultural significance of milk goes well
beyond its nutritive value.

BOOK DETAILS
APRIL

Milk is the only food mammals produce naturally to feed their
offspring. The human species is the only one that takes milk from
other animals and consumes it beyond weaning age. Cultures of Milk
contrasts the practices of the world’s two leading milk producers,
India and the United States. In both countries, milk is considered to
have special qualities. Drawing on ethnographic and scientific studies,
popular media, and government reports, Andrea Wiley reveals that
the cultural significance of milk goes well beyond its nutritive value.
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Shifting socioeconomic and political factors influence how people
perceive the importance of milk and how much they consume. In
India, where milk is out of reach for many, consumption is rising
rapidly among the urban middle class. But milk drinking is declining in
America, despite the strength of the dairy industry. Milk is bound up in
discussions of food scarcity in India and food abundance in the United
States. Promotion of milk as a means to enhance child growth boosted
consumption in twentieth-century America and is currently doing the
same in India, where average height is low. Wiley considers how
variation among populations in the ability to digest lactose and ideas
about how milk affects digestion influence the type of milk and milk
products consumed. In India, most milk comes from buffalo, but cows
have sacred status for Hindus. In the United States, cow’s milk has
long been a privileged food, but is now facing competition from plantbased milk.
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